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ADVERTISEMENT, 

JBY 

THE TRANSLATOR. 


“ yuapque, miserrima vidi 

Et quorum pars magna fui” — 

The following pages are written by the 
only survivor of the Prisoners of the 
Temple, — the Duchess of Angoulfime, 
Princess Royal of France. 

Her name does not i Aleed appeal in 

the title-page, because, we suppose, it 

% 

would bc^ contrary to etiquette ; but the 
work is avowed at Paris ; qnd tner6 is 
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hardly a page which does not afford in- 
ternal evidence of its authenticity. 

The notes of which it is composed were 
either made at the moment by stealth, 
and with pencils which Her Royal High- 
ness contrived to conceal from her perse- 
cutors, or were added immediately after 
her release from prison. 

It will be observed that several pas- 
sages are obscure, and one or two contra- 
dictory : there are frequent, repetitions, 
and a general want of arrangement. All 

'these, which wouta be defects in a regular 

< 

history, increase the value of this Journal : 
they attest its authenticity, and forcibly 
impress on our minds the cruel circum- 
sUiiceS.of perplexity and anxiety under 
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which it was written ; and 4he negligence 
and disorder, if I may use the expres- 
sion, in which the Princess appear 4 

before us, become her mistily better 

* 

than a more careful and ornamented 
attire. 

It is a great proof of her good taste, 
as well as of her conscientious veracity, 
that she has not permitted any polishing 
hand to smooth down the colloquial sim- 
plicity of her style, and the irregular, but 
forcible, touches of her expression. 

The Translator, on his part, has endea- 
voured to preserve this Characteristic of 
the original. He might, with greater ease 
to hir^m, have adopted a more equal 
and flowing style ; but he felt it to be of 
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more importance to endeavour to give a 
fac-simile of this curious little work : he 
has therefore given a version, not always 
literal, but as close as the idioms of the 
two languages would admit. 

There are some little differences on 
minor points between Her Royal lligh- 
ness’s account and those of M. Hue and 
Clery. These might have been easily 
corrected or omitted : but, again, we think 
the Duchess has acted with perfect good 
taste and judgment, in leaving these pas- 
sages as they were originally written. 
Those who will take the trouble to com- 
pare her ’s' with the two other accounts will 
see that these trifling variances they 
are /cry trifling) instead of invalidating, 
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support the credited all the narrators, ? an^ 
prove that they all faithfully report the 
impressions or the information which 
they severally received. 

The Translator has added a few notes. 

« ' 

which will, he flatters himself, be found 
« 

useful to those readers who may not be 
intimately acquainted with the early his- 
tory of the French Resolution. They 
are marked T. 


T. 




NOTE, 

BY THE FRENCH EDITOR . 


THE Memoirs ithidh we offer to the 
public cannot fail to excite its curiosity. 
Every thing that renews the recollec- 
tion of the virtues* of Eoui& XVI., and* 

« • 

every account of his sufferings, have long 

i 

been received with peculiar interest? A 
narrative of the persecutions which lTe 
underevoul excites a painful emotion ; 
and yet, far from seeking to $Void, *w* 



tyke^ a melancholy pleasure in contem- 
plating the sad picture. Amidst the suffer- 
ipgs’of the martyr are mingled the most 
striking lessons of patience and resigna- 
tion ; and the whole scene commands 
alike our admiration and our sympathy. 

Independently of the general interest 
which we must feel about these details 
concerning the royal family, these Me- 
moirs possess the further advantage of 
serving as a supplement to the works 
jvhich have already appeared on the sub- 
ject of the confinement of that family in 
the T emplc. Of these, the journal of 
Clery, and the work of M. Ilue, are 
alone perfectly genuine; but Hue 
was not a personal witness of the events 
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which took place after the* 2d of ScpTeirV 
her, and ('lerv has not continued his jour- 

0 

nal beyond the day on which his masted 
perished. From this period qo eye-wit- 
ness lias informed us of what passed** in 
the interior of the fern pie ; #and we are 
left to vague, and often incorrect, reports. 
It was, of course, highly desirable that 
this deficiency shoulcl be supplied ; and 
it is this object which the Memoirs we 
now offer to the public completely fulfil. 

Many details will, no doubt, be found 
in them, winch have already appeared 
in the books to which wo have alluded ; 

* v . # 

but such repetitious cannot be avej'Frl in 

* • • 

relating the same events. 1 here are also 

* ’ - 9 * 

several passages g w hit’ll weak! be rather 
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/tbsuire, if th£y were' not explained by 
more detailed accounts in the otherworks ; 
ttnd we must have observed, that we have 
thought if better to refer generally, for the 
elusidation of such passages, to the works 
of M. Hue and Clery, than to explain them 
by notes copied from those works. 

But what reliance, it will be asked, 
can we place in an account, whose au- 
thor is unknown? We foresaw this ob- 
jection ; and % all that we shall say in 
•'reply is,' that, if we were permitted to 
l'eveal the author’s name, we should not 
have any occasion to recommend the 

Vl 

work • ’t would be felt to be beyond all 
praise, and its value would have no other 
'measure than that of the attachment of 
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good Frenchmen tcf the family, a por- 
tion of whose sufferings are here de- 
scribed. 

We w ill add, however, that these Me- 

r 

moiis have been committed to writing 
during the events related, or v^ry shortly 
afterwards ; and that it was, at that mo- 
ment, little expected they were ever to 
be published, or that a'ny other eyes than 
those of a few dear friends should read 
a simple recital of the unparalleled per- 
secutions of the best*df kings, of the most 

* a 1 

magnanimous of women, and of a child, 
who, in happier days, would have been, 
even in his cradle, a pled|b of the fortu- 
natc desrinies of France. It must not, 
therefore, excite surprise, that nejdigenci 
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, ofatyle should be found in these Memoirs : 
they are evidences of the truth of the 
narrative, arid we have, for that reason, 
respected them. Publishing — not a hook. 
but— mere private Memoirs, we should 
have thought ourselves very blamable if 
we had attempted to remove the peculi- 
arities of the author’s style and manner. 



MEMOIRS 


Ore. See. 


[1792.] — The king and his family reached 
the Temple at seven o’clock in the evening ol 
the 13th August, 1792. The gunners wanted to 
take him alone to the * r Tvwe , , and to leave the 

* Tlu* Temple, which had its name, like our Temple, 
from the knights templars, consisted oi‘ two distinct 
buildings; — the jnitace of the Temple, which faced the 
Rue du Temple, where hue ‘fit the princes of the blood 
usually resided (latterly the Codin'* IV Artois lived there), 
and the tower of the Temple, which was situated in the 
space behind t lie palace. The tower consisted of z. great 
square tower, with a round tower at each corner; and 
on one side there was a siul^ addition, which was 
usually called the Tourelle or Turret, though^!' . -mall 
round tow *rs were also so called. The tower of the 
Temple w as so little known in Paris, that some of those 
who attended the king never saw or heard e r it till the 
B 
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| other prisoners in the 'Palace of the Temple, 
hilt # Manuel had by the way received an order 
to conduct the whole family to {he Tower . 

Pet ion appeased the anger of the gunners, and 

« 

the order was executed. Petion went away. 
Lftnt Manuel remained, and the municipal of- 
ficers woul<] not let the king out of their sigh* ; 

« 

he supped with his family. The Dauphin was 
dying with sleep. Ateleven o'clock Madame de 
Tourzel took him t*> the tower, which wa* 
positively to be the common lodging of all. 
About one o’clock in the morning, the king 

fatal night his* majesty was confined there. Mr. Hut* 
gives an interesting description of his first and uncertain 
'view yf this curious old edifice. Buonaparte, anxious 
to extinguish all recollections ol' ancient times, razed 
the Temple. T. « 

* V ihall give, in the course of the work, notices of 
tin? most remarkable personages whose nam js we may 
, meet ; liut they occur in such a number in these first 

0 • 

pages, tlia* the notes wou^l overwhelm the text. T 
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and the rest of the family \\erc. conducted 

•* 

thither ; — there was nothing ready for theif 
reception. Madame Eliztibeth slept in jhe 

kitchen, and it was said that Manuel himself 

♦ 

was ashamed at shewing her the wj*v to such 
a bed-chamber. 

• These are the names of the persons who 
were confined with the royal family in this 
melancholy abode : — 

Tin; Princess of Ealnbifiic, Madame dt* 
Tourzel, and Pauline her daughter : Messrs. 
11 ue and * Chantilly, who slept in a room above; 
they belonged to flunking ; Madame Nif- 
vane, waiting-woman to*Madame Elizabeth, 

and who, as well as Pauline, slept iy the 

* 

kitchen with her. Madame St. Knee, who 

« V 1_ 

* First valet-(]j -chambre of the king'.* His £uehtv t»‘ 
his master Effected even the Seplembrisers at La Force, 
why spared his life ; he was, however* brought to the* 
guillotine in June, 1794. « T. 

v 2 
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f took care of tl^e Dauphin ; she slept in the 
billiard-room with him and Madame de Tour- 
zel : Madame Thibaut, the Queen’s attendant, 
and Madame Bazire, Madame Royale’s # , lay 
down stairs. The king had three men, ^Tur- 
g'.s, Cretien, and Marchand. 

Next d;*y, the 14 th, the Dauphin came to 
breakfast with his mother, and all the family 
went to visit the great rooms of the Tower, 
where it was saiu that accommodations w ere 


* The present Duchess of Angouldme, the writer of 
this journal. Madame is the title of the daughters of the 
kings of trance : the eldest is called Madame Royale. T- 
These persons had lueu menial servants of the king, 
§ who, with a provident devotion to his person, contrived 
. to gpt employed in the Temple. Of Cretien and Mar- 
chand I know nothing more; but Turgis continued to 
distinguish himself by his courage and fidelity to the 
royal family. At the risk of his life he kept up their com- 
munication with their friends. Madame Elizabeth pecu- 
liarly valued him . and the Duchess of Angouleme has 
since placed him in her o /n family. T. 
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to be prepared for them/as thfe turret wasjoo 
small for so many people. 

The next day, Manuel and Santerre having, 
come, the prisoners went to walk in the 

garden. There was great murmuring against 

m \ 

the ladies who had followed the royal family : 

« 

on their arrival they had found someivomen ap- 
pointed by Petion to wait upon them; and al- 
though they refused to be, attended by these 
women, there was, the next day but one, a de- 
cree of Jthe ^Commune, directing the departure 

of those who had come with the royal family ; 

• * 

but the king and quetn having formally op- 

* The Commune, or common council of the city of- 
Varis, took very early a prominent share in the rendu-’ 
t ion ary government, it was powerful,’ and ge>« 

nerally more mischievously active, than even the Na- 
tional Assemblies or Convention. All that bdongetj to 
the custody, or rather persecution, of the royal family, 
\\i9i y by this atrocious junto, jealously affected 4o 
itself. T. 
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pcred this, and the municipal officers who 
were engaged in the Temple having joined 
them, the order was for the moment revoked. 

■All the persons of the royal family passed 
the day together. — The king taught his son 
geography ; the queen, history, and to get 
verses by ft cart ; and T*1adame Elizabeth gave 
him little lessons in arithmetic. The king 
had fortunately found a * library, which 

4 

amused him, and the queen worked tapestry. 
The municipal officers were' very familiar, 
and shewed little respect even for the king ; 
one of them, always kept sight of him. llis 
majesty asked to have a man and woman 
seat m to do the coarser kind of menial 
work. 

* The archive?, of the Order of Malta were kept in the 
T >wer, and this horary was attached to the office of tiu 
archies! or keepci*. T. “ 
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The night between The l'^th and 
August, a^ new order of the Commune di- 
rected the removal from the Temple of -all 
the persons who were not of the «royal fa- 
mily. M. llue and Chantilly were* removed 

# 

trom the king, who remained alone with Ti 
municipal officer. 

They then came down to carry away Ma- 
dame de Lamballe. The queen strongly 

« i_ 

opposed this, saying, (what indeed was true,) 
that this princess was of the royal family * ; 

*■ The princess de Lamballe was Hf the house «d 
Savov, and the widow of Louis de Bourbon, Prince de 
Lamballe, son of the Luke of Penthievre. She was united 
in the strictest affection and friendship with the queen ; 
and when the arrangements for the journey to Mont- 
tnedy, better known by the j^unc of the to* 

I'aranH-Si obliged them to part for a moment, Ma- 
dame de Lani#>alle made her way t#* Engfcind \ huf 
when shelieard of the queen’s recapture, not all the per- 
suasions of her friends, nor all her i*vn forebodings^! 
her fate, could prevent ker ltasteniug to rejoin her royal 



— ahey nevertheless* carried her away. Ma- 
dame Elizabeth went down with Madame 
da Navarre and Pauline de Tourzel ; the mu- 
nicipal officers assured her that these ladies 
should return when they had been examined, 
'(’he Dauphin was taken into his mother’s 
apartment), that he nyglit not be left alone. 
The queen could not tear herself from the 
arms of Madame de Lamballe. The prin- 
cesses embraced ail these ladies, hoping how- 
ever to see them next day, and they passed 

friend ; whom 4 e accompanied and cheered, during her 
dreadful trials, .with unexampled fortitude and devotion, 
till tlie separation hero* mentioned ; which was followed 
m a few days by the massacre of this amiable woman, 
gilder circumstances of unmanly cruelty and cannibal 
atrocity, unparalleled in the annals even of France. She, 
as well as the queen, had been the object of the most 
brutal caTimmies- hut in the hour of trial, in their agony, 
and in their death, how nobly did these august persons 
refute the slander* .of their ignorant and malignant h- 
belnTs ! T. 
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the night without sleep. r The # king, though 

awake, also remained in his bed-chamber, and 

• 7 

the municipal officers never left him. 

Next day, at seven o’clock, their majesties 
learned that the ladies would not retutn to the 
Temple, and that they had been taken to the 
prison of * La Force : but they were vdty much 
surprised, at nine o’clock, to see M. Hue+ 


* The palace of the noble.* family ^of La Force, which 
had been purchased bv the govern metit, and converted 
into a prison. T. 

•f* JY1. Uui^is the author of a most interesting and valr.n- 
ble work, called “ The last Year of the Life and Iteigu of 
Louis XVI.” This worthy servant Jia* 1st in^uished ( 

himself by a fidelity at once chivalrous JUl useful to 
lus master and liis family. He is immortalized in the 
kind’s Will. Alter he was dragged from the Tower, 
during the massacres of September, 17.92, he never forget 
hi* duty; he was still indefatigabl^p the service vtf the 
royal prisoners : there was no sort of danger which he 
did not risk for tlu^ii ; and his devotion was limited onljr 
by bis anxiety that they should not lose bis services. 
He accordingly remained in Paris clu»itig the whole 
reign of terror, witnessing th? gradual diminution of 
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return, who *aiit vhat the council-general of 
the Commune had pronounced him innocent, 
and sent him back to the Temple. 

After, dinner, Petiou sent a man of the 
name of Tison, and his wife, to do the 
'coarse work. The queen took her son into 
her rooi.i, and sent Jicr daughter with Ma- 
dame Elizabeth. She w as only separated from 
her children by a little room, where a munici- 
pal officer and k sentinel were placed. The 

the royal family by the guillotine, or ill usage ; and, in 
spite of personal clanger, never could he persuaded to 
"leave that bloody nty till, 1 he Orphan of the Temple was 
sent to Gcrntany, when he followed, and rejoined her. 
He afterwards came with her to England, and was one 
ofthpse who accompanied Louis XVJII. when he sailed 
Worn Dover in April, I SI 4, to ascend a throne of danger, 
anxiety, and care - where he needed, almost as much as 
his uu happy brother, that energy, that self-conlidence, 
♦hat adherence to high principles, tVat devotion to his 
friends, that severity towards his enemies, which I 
b lament to thiiik has been wanting to the councils of 

bo^. T. 
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king remained above stairs ; out, having learned 
that they were preparing another apartment 
for him, which he by no means wished for, be- 
cause he would be thereby still farther removed 
from his family, he sent for Pall oi # , 'die fore- 
man of the labourers, to prevent the work 
« 

- being proceeded in ; but Palloi replied inso- 
lently, that he received no orders but from the 
Commune. 

The princesses and the Dauphin went 
up every® morning to the king's apartment 
to breakfast ; and afterwards the w hole fa- 

e 

mil y returned to the # queen’s, where the 
king passed the day. They went every day 
to walk in the garden, for the sake of the 
Dauphin's health, where thwTflng was always 

* Palloi’s (Jaim u» be employed in fortifying the near 

>tate ‘-prison was his supposed share in the destruction 
. • • 
of the old. lie was a inasoi^ and boasted pf being 

one of tin* conquerors of tlie Bastille. 1’. 
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insulted hy Vie guard. .On the feast of St. 
Louis, at seven o’clock in the morning, Co 
Ira was sung under the walls of the Temple. 

They learned that morning, by an officer, 
that # M. de la Fayette had quitted France. 
Manuel, in a conversation with the king, 
in the evening, confirmed the report. He 
brought Madame Elizabeth a letter from her 
aunts at Rome. It was the last the family 
received from without. Louis XVI. was no 
longer called king. He was treated with no 
kind of respect ; and, inste ad of “ Sire,” or 


* La Fayette, after an alternation of wickedness and 
weakness, lost all courage am! hope; and, abandoning 
duties which he had arrogated to himself, fled basely 
enough from a storm ol bis own raising ; leaving the 
unhappy victims of his tollies, his far Its, and his perfidy, 
to perish on the scaffolds of his late associates. His 
desertion saved him from the guillotine, to be i :ie of 
Buonaparte's Chamber of deputies. T. 



“ Your Majesty,” was cabled gn 1y Mr. or 
Louis. The officers always sat in his pre- 
sence, and never took off their hats. 

They deprived him of his # sword, and they 
searched his pockets. Petion sent,, to wait 
upon the king, C!c ry, who had been before * 
in his service; but he, at the same time, sent, 
as turnkey and gaoler, the horrible man f 
who had broken open his door on the J^Otli of 

* s c < t . Mr. Hue’ touching account of ibe sensibility 
with u hit ii th .* king 1 fit: this indignity. T. 

•}• Yin* nano >-d this wretch wits Rot her : he was a 
-audicr \ y trade, ami afterwards hail a commission in 
the armses. T. * r 

+ L'Aer\ hods knows that on* tWe 20th of dune the 
hill's \ alaee was foreetl by the mol), in whose bands the 
royal faini!) remained for several hours. The conduct 
of all I be members of this unhanjiJi^mih , on this trying 
occasion, was, jo the highest decree, courageous and 
noble. Two circumstances in particular jannot .be too 
often repeated. At a critical moment of t lie riot, a gre- 
o adieu* told the king not to he afraid : — t^if king jml tin 
man’s hand lo hi* heart, ^tnd*iaid, 4 k ^ Feel whether it 
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June, 1792,,' and vho had been near assassi- 

d • . 

nating him. This mau never left the 7 owvr, ami 
was indefatigable in endeavouring to torment 
him. One time he would sing, before the whole 
family, the Carmagnole , and a thousand other 
horrors; again, knowing that the queen dis- 
liked th 3 smoke of tobacco, he would puff it in 
her face, as well as in that of the king, as they 
happened to pass him. He took care always 
to be in bed before the royal family, because 
he knew that they must pass through his room 

•1 

to reach theirs. Sometimes, even, he would 
be in bed as they \vent to dinner : in short, 
there w as no species of torment or insult that 
he did not practise. The king suffered it all 


beats more quickly than usual.” The mob, mistaking 
JVladaive Elizabeth for the queen, began to ill-treat her : 
some of the attendants, alarmed for her safety, ex- 
claimed, “ It ''a not the queen !” — “ Alas !” sai<{, the 
generous printers, “ why do you undeceive them ' ” T. 
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with gentleness, forgiving, ijom tjie bottom of 
his heart, these petty persecutions . The 
queen bore *t with a dignity of character that 
frequently repressed their insolence. The 
garden was full of workmen, who insulted the 
king. One of them even boasted before him 
that he wished to split the queen’s ln^ad with 
the tool with which lie w as working. Petion, 
however, caused him to be arrested. 

These insults were redoubted on the 2d of 
September. They even threw stones in at the 
king’s w indow, which fortunately did not touch 
him; but, about the same t^ne,awpiua1), probably ' 
with good intentions, wrote oi* a large piece of 
paste-board, u Verdun is taken” and held it up 
to a w indow Madame Eli^beth had time to 


* The windows of the houses in t he adjoining street.' 
eertaoked the garden of the T^tnple. T. 
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read it, though none of the officers saw it. 

C 

Hardly had the king heard this news, when a 
new municipal officer, named Mathieu*, ar- 
rived; he was in a furious passion, and or- 
dered th/^ king to go in : all the family followed, 
fearing to be separated from his majesty. 

On going up stairs, Mathicu found Mr. Hue, 
whom he seized by the collar, crying out, that 
he arrested him. Mr. Hue, to gain time to re- 
ceive the commands of their majesties, asked for 
some delay, that he might pack up his effects. 
Mathien refused; but another office r, less bru- 
tal, consented., Majhieu then turned to the 
king, and said tc him every thing that the most 


* Almost the last words Louis spoke were to ask par 
n don oLtliis wretch, whose brutality hr, d betrayed the king 1 
into an expression of impatience. C'lery calls him M:i- 
they ; but it the same person. T. 



17 


brutal rage could suggest-: amongst the rest 
he exclaimed — “ The drum has beat to arms ; 
the tocsin has sounded ; the alarm-guns have 
been fired; the emigrants are at Verdun; if 
they come we shall all perish, but-yow shall 
die first!” 

'The king heard all^this, and a~ thousand 
such sallies, with the calm that hope inspires. 
The Dauphin burst out crying, and ran into 
another room. Madame ttoyale followed 
him, and had the greatest difficulty in quieting 
him. Mr. Hue now came back, and, after 
Mathieu had gone through his violence over 
again, they went away togetner. Fortunately, 
Mr. Hue was taken only to the Town-House, 
for the massacre was itliieady begun' at the. 
Abbaye. He remained a monfli in t prison; 
but, when he was released, he did not return 
to the Temple. 

c 
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rThe other l)ffic<*s all disapproved the fe- 
rocious conduct of Mathieu , but they could 
do no more. They told the king that it was 
universally believed that the king of Prussia 
was advancing and killing all the French he 
met, under an order signed Louis . There 
was no Species of calumny which they did 
not invent, even the most ridiculous and im- 
possible. The queen, who could not sleep, 
heard the drums beating all night, but, in the 
Tower, it was not known why. 

The 3d of September, Manuel* came to 


* An attorney, son of a porter, tutor in a gentleman's 
family, and at last a .Jacobin and Conventionalist. He 
was the attorney-general of the commune of Paris, the 
soul of the insurrection of the 20th of June, and a great 
contributor to that of the 10th of August, lie moved that 
the king should be sent to the Temple, 0 volunteered to be 
^his gaoler there, and became his proselyte. Touched by 
the candour, virtue, and : *inocence, of the royal family, 
“ almost he was persuade 1 to become" a royalist. He 
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assure the king th.al Madame de Lambalfe, 
and all the pther persons who had been re- 
moved from the Temple, were well, and in 
security together, in the prison of I!a Force. 
At three o’clock, just after dinner, and ag 

the king was sitting down to tric-trac with 
• • 

* the queen (which he played for the purpose 

of having an # opportunity of saying a few 
words to her unheard try rhe keepers), the 
most horrid shouts were heard. The officer 
who happened to be on guard in the room 
behaved well : he shut the door ayd the win- 
dow, and even drew the qurtairis, ^to prevent 


voted against the king’s death, h«^cnouuced the piassa- 
cres, and, after escaping assassination, perished on the 
scaffold, the 14t.h *>F November, 1793, at the age of forty- 
two. The dre<viful moment, to him, must have been when* 
on his reaching his prison, his fellow-su^erers assailed, 
him with every mark of indignation, for crimes which he 
had now learned to detest as much as they did. T 

C 2 
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their seeing any tiling; bjit, on the outside, 
the workmen, and the gaoler, Rocher, joined 
the assassins, and increased the tumult. 

Several officers of the guard and of the 

f 

municipality now arrived : the former insisted 
that the king should shew hirnelf at the win- 

r 

dows ; fortunately the latter opposed it ; but, 
on his majesty's asking what was the matter, 
a young officer of the guard replied, “ Well! 
since you will know, it is the head of Madame 
de Lamballe that they want to shew you.” At 
these w ords the queen was overcome with hor- 
ror ; it waL the only occasion in which her firm- 
ness abandoned her. The municipal officers 
were very angry with this young man; but 
the king, with hCs usual goodness, excused 
him, saying, that it was not the officer's fault, 
but his owp. since he had questioned him. 

The noise lasted till five o’clock. The 
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prisoners learned that the people had wished 
to force the door, and that the municipal 4 
officers had been enabled to prevent it only 
by putting a tri-coloured scarf across it, and 
by allowing six of the murderers to march 
round the tower with the head of the prin5* 
ce^s, leaving at the door her bodf, which 
they would have dragged in also. When this 
deputation entered, Rocher shouted for joy, 
and brutally insulted a y dung* man who turned 
sick with horror at this spectacle. 

It was hardly over, when Potion*, instead 


* Petinn, an advocate of ChartFes, a tool of the Duke 

of Orleaus, member of the States- General, mayor of Paris, 

a conventionalist, and a regicide. He and Robespierre 

were called two fingers of the sribfr hand ; hut he soon 

found, that Robespierre had four fingers against his one. 

Their enmity wa$ almost as bloody as «their friendship 
• • 
had been. Petion was outlawed; and, escaping the 

gentler death of the scaffold, was fo*«d in the wood! 

dead, and half-devoured w*ld beast*. T. 
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of exerting himself to stop the massacres, 
coolly sent his secretary to the king with some 
money. This man was very ridiculous, and 
said a thousand things which at another mo- 
ment would have made one laugh. He thought 
the queen was standing up out of respect for 
him; because, since this dreadful scene, she 
had remained standing and motionless, per- 
fectly insensible of all that was going on. 
The municipal officer, who had given his 
scarf to lie aeioss the door, took care to 
make Clery* pav him the value. 


Clery, the author of a most interest in£ “ Journal of 
* ‘ jvhat passed iu the Tower of the Temple, during the 
“ Captivity of Lom.- XVI.” Of a lower rank, and pos- 
sessing less power of Oeing useiul, Clery’s alVeetiouate 
and hei*(|ie fidelity plat es him nevertheless by the side of 
Monsieur Hue. Clery ditl not live to see the restoration ; 
^.e died at Vienna on the 10th of June, 1 K0. f > - and on his 
tomb is inscribed^ “ Heredies the faithful Clery !” T. 
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The drum continued to b^at to^arms all night, 

• 

and the two princesses, who could not sleep* 
listened to the sobs of the queen, which never 

ceased. It was believed in the Tower that 

# 

the massacre had ceased on the first day, and 
it was only some time after that they learned 
tlfat it had lasted three. 

It is impossible to describe all the 
violent scenes which were occasioned, as 
W'ell by the municipal' officers as by the 
guard ; every thing alarmed then guilty con- 
sciences. One day, a man having fired a 

gun in the Temple, tty try if, llfey examined 

0 

him with great ceremofiy, and drew up 
a formal account of the transaction. An-' 
other time, during supp£lt there was. a cry 

“To arms !” — they believed the Prussians were 

• • • # 

coming. # The brutal Iiocher drew his sab # re, 

and said to the king^ If they* come,' I shaH 
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“ kill you ” ' It w'as nothing, however, but 
some mistake of the patroles. 

On one occasion, however, about a hun- 
dred tradesmen, led by some friend of the 
royal farnHy, undertook to force the gate at 
the side of the * Rotunda; the guard and mu- 
nicipal officers hurried to the spot; the 
tradesmen were dispersed, and perhaps, alas! 
there were some lives lost. 

The severity of these municipal officers in- 
creased daily. There were, however, two of 
them who alleviated the sufferings of the 
august prisoners, by shewing them pity, and 
by giving them hopes. There was also one sen- 
tinel, who, through the key-hole, had a con- 
versation with JVJadame Elizabeth. This 

v * A circular building on the N.E. side of the enclosure 
of the Temple. T. 
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poor man did nothing but we^f> the whole 
time he was in the Temple ; may Heaven 
have rewarded him for his affectionate at- 
tachment to the king ! 

Madame Roy ale was employed in cipher- 
ing, and the queen wrote out extracts of books ' 
for her ; but a municipal officer continually 
looked over their shoulders, so great was 

their fear of conspiracies. J hey had refused 

• • 

the newspapers to the prisoners^ that they 
might not # know the state of affairs abroad. 
One day, however, they brought one to the 
king, telling him it contained* something in- 
teresting for him. Monsters*! — the king found 
that an artillery-man demanded “the head of 
the tyrant, that he might i^Sd his piece? with 
it, and fire it against the enemy Th§ calm 
and contemptuous silence of the king disap- 
pointed the malice ofchdse whq> had sent thi* 
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infernal writing. There was also a municipal 
officer who came one night, and, after a thou- 
sand insults, repeated what had been before 
said, that, if the enemy advanced, the whole 
royal family should perish. “ The child, in- 
deed,” he said, “excited some pity; but that, 
being the' soil of a tyrant, he must needs die 
with the rest.” These were the scenes which 

each day brought with it. 

•> © 

The republic was proclaimed on the 22d 
September ; they communicated it w ith great 
joy to the prisoners : this day they also re- 
ported the retreat of tjie Prussians. 

In the beginning of October they removed 
pens, paper, ink, and pencils ; they searched 
every where, even with rudeness : the queen, 
however, and Madame Elizabeth, concealed 
some pencils, which they preserved. 

The evening of the same day, after the king 



27 


had supped, he was told t<5 stojf, that he was 
not to return to his former apartments, and that 
he was to be separated from his family. At 
this dreadful sentence the queen .lost her 
usual courage : the princesses quitted the 
king with abundance of tears, though they 
expected to see him again in the morfting. 

In the morning, however, they brought them 

their breakfast separately ; Jhe queen would 

• • 

take nothing. The officers, alarmed at her 
silent an<^ concentrated sorrow, allowed the 
^'princesses to see the king, but at meal-times 

t I 

only, and on conditioi^that they ^liould not 
speak low, nor in any foreign language, but 
loud, and in good French. They went down 
therefore with the greatest, Jov, to dine with 

Here, and in most other places, until their nnai 
separation, the queen is included undepthe terra Prin* 
ttesses. T. 
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the king. One o t the officers observed that 
Madame Elizabeth had spoken low to the 
king : he chid her violently. 

At supper, when the Dauphin was in bed, 
the queen and Madame Elizabeth sat with 
him alternately, while the other went with 
Madame Royale to sup with the king. In the 
mornings, after breakfast, the princesses re- 
mained in the king’s apartments, while Clery 
dressed their hair, as he was no longer al- 
lowed to come to the queen’s room, and they 
had, besides, by this arrangement, the pleasure 
of spendirg a "few moments more with the 
king. 

One day Manuel came to his majesty, and 
took from him, w ith great rudeness, his # red 

* The Cordon of Si. Louis. The Oruer of. 4 ,he St. Esprit 
had been abolished by the assembly; and the king:, scru- 
pulous in obeying even tihe. most unjust decrees which 
took die shane of a law. reused to wear it. T. 
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ribbpn. He assured him, that, of all the per- 
sons who had been in the Temple, Madame 1 
de Lamballe alone had perished. They made 
Clery, Tison, and his wife, take ai\ oath of 
fidelity to the nation . 

One night a municipal officer awakened the? 1 
Dauphin suddenly, thaj he might see that he 
was safe ; this was the only occasion in which 
the queen shewed any impatience at the conduct 
of these people. One of them told the queen 
that Potion’s design was not the death of the 
king, but to confine him for life with his son, 
in the castle of Chambord.. I cannot tefi 
what this man’s object couftl be in repeating 
this story, for he never came again. 

They had now placed king in an -apart- 
ment under that of the queen : the Dauphin 
slept in tlie latter. Clery and a municipal 
officer slept in the ting’s apartments. The 
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windows w r eie blocked up with new gratings 
and blinds; the chimneys were only stove- 
funnels, and smoked very much. 

The following is the way the prisoners 
passed their days. 

The king arose at seven, and was em- 
ployed in his devotions till eight. After- 
wards he dressed himself and his son, and 
at nine came to t breakfast with the queen. 
After breakfast the king taught the Dau- 
phin his lessons till eleven. The child then 
played till twelve, at which hour the whole 
family w as obliged - to w alk in the gar- 
den*, whatever the weather might he ; be- 
cause the guard, which was relieved at that 
time, wished to ,f»ee all the prisoners, and 


* This, it will be seen, applies only to a small portion 
of the time. The luxury. of a walk in the garden was 
soon Vieuied to them. T. 
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satisfy themselves that they*wero safe, '[’he 
walk lasted till dinner, which was at two 
o’clock. After dinner their majesties placed 
at tric-trac or piquet, that they might have 
an opportunity of saying a few word* to one 
another. At four o’clock, the queen, her 
sistir, and children, generally retired^ as the 
king was accustomed to sleep a little at 
this hour. At six the Dauphin went down 

again to his father to say *his lessons, and to 

« 

play till supper-time. After supper, at nine 
o’clock, the queen undressed him quietly, and 
put him to bed. The princesses then .went 
up to their own apartment # again, and the 
king did not go to bed till eleven. The 
queen worked a good deal^Sf tapestry :• she 
directed the studies of Madame Iloy ale, and 
often made* her read aloud to her. Ma- 
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( dame Elizabeth was frequently in prayer, and 
read every morning the divine service of the 
day. She read a good deal in books of piety, 
and sometimes, at the queen’s request, would 
read aloud to them. 

The municipal officers brought the news- 
paper^ to the roy^Ji family, that they might 
see the retreat of the Prussians, and the 
horrid libels against the king, of which 
they were full. One day, some of these 
people said to the princesses, u Come, 
ladies, l have good news for you ; several 
emigrant traitors have been taken : if you are 
patriots, you must be glad of it.” The 
queen, as usual, made no reply, and did not 
even appear to, hear them. Her calm con- 
tempt, and her dignified air, generally struck 
them with respect. They seldom ventured 
to speak to her. 
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/^deputation of the Cofi ventifon came, fo 
the first time, to see the king in the Temple 
the members asked him whether he had no 
any complaint to make. He replied No; that 
provided he was permitted to remain will 
his family, he was happy. Clery complaints 
thrffc the tradesmen whc^ supplied th£ Tem- 
ple were not paid. Cliabot answered 
“ The nation is not reduced to half-a-crown.’ 
These deputies were Cfrabotf, Dupont J 


* The names of the members of this deputation, at 
given by Clery, ditFer a little Jrom M^dant^s — neither 
perhaps, mention all that came. «T- 

t Chabot, a capuchin, an apostate and a regicide : h< 
w as guillotined on the 5th of April, I7[)4. T. 

J Dupont, one of those cold-^bulcd philosophers 
who affected to discuss abstract questions, while theii 
colleagues were shedding the noblest hloqd of Ei^ope 
He was a regicide, and boasted in the. tribune that In 
was an atheist : these two qualities coulti^ot fail to re- 
commend him to Buonapart% w^io employed him. T 
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Prouet*, arid L#Cointre-Puyravauxf:^they 
came again after dinner, to repeat the same 
questions. One day Drouet came alone, and 
asked- the queen if she had no complaint to 
make. 6he made him no answer. 

A short time after, as they were at dinner, 

j — x 

* Drouet, the famous post-master of St. Mcnehoud, who 
arrested the king at Varennes, had been a dragoon ; 
but, by this event, was dragged into notice, and elected 
to the Convention; amongst the ignorant and brutal 
members of which, he was remarkable for his ignorance 
and brutality. He was one of Buonaparte’s sous-prrfets 
during his first reign, and one of his Chamber of Repre- 
sentatives in the second. He was worthy all the distinc- 
tion which Napoleon could confer on him, and of the 
mingled ridicule ahd execrSrtion of the rest of mankind . T. 

f Le Cointre-Pu^ravaux, a lawyer and regicide. He* 
pronounced his judgment in the following elegant and 
logical formula : — “ 1 represent the people ; the peo- 
ple has been assassinated by the tyrant. I vote for the 
death of the tyrant.” So late as 17.98, he wished to en- 
force^ the atrjcious sentence of death against the emi- 
grants. He was one of Buonaparte’s commissaries of 
police in his -eign of 1815, but 1 know not what has 
since become o r him. f. 1 



som^ gendarmes arrived* wlift fell upoy 
Clery, and forced him off to one of the ti ibu- 
nals. Some days before, Clery, in going 
down stairs in company with one of the muni- 
cipal officers, had met a young in mi of his 
acquaintance, who was on guard. Thev 
wished one another goot^ morning, and shook 
hands. The officers took umbrage at this, 
and caused the young man to be arrested. 
It was to be confronted with him before 
the tribunal that Clery was now taken. The 
king entreated he might he allowed to return. 
The municipal officer** said Ju" would not 
leturn. He did, however, return. 

One day a great noise was heard of a mob 
crying out for the heads of^ouis and Marie 
Antoinette. They had the cruelty to # yell 
these demands under the windows of the 
prisoners. 



36 


The kingcwas i!l of a violent cold. 'fhey 
permitted him to send for a physician and an 
apothecary, Lemonnier and Robert. The 
Commune was uneasy; there was a regular 
bulletin his health. He got better. The 
whole family had colds, but the king’s was 
the mort serious. 

The Commune was changed the 2d of De- 
cember. The newly-elected 'municipal offi- 
cers came at ten o’clock at night to * reconnoitre 

the royal family. Some days after, there was 

#- 

a decree of this new Commune, to turn away 
Clery and Tison ; to take from the prisoners 
their knives, scissors, and other sharp in- 
struments ; and, finally, that whatever they ate 

* This will seem a strange expression, but it is the 
very word used by the duchess, and 1 know not how 
I could better xpress the hostile and prying visits oi 
these men. 
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should be previously and carefully tasted. A 

search was made for sharp instruments : the 

princesses gave up their scissors. 

On the 1 1 th of December, the soifnd of a 

drum, and the noise of the arrival of troops at 

the Tern pie, gave the prisoners some uneasiness. 

• * 

The king came down with the young prince 

after breakfast. At eleven o'clock, Chambon* 


* A physician of little note, raised to the infamous dig- 
nity of mayor of Paris, by the almost incredible accident 
of having opponents baser and more obscarj than him- 
self. He was an Orleanist, anfc partook the character of 
his party, for he was as weak as he was wicked. He was 
despised by all parties, and chiefly by his own, which 
knew him best. His life ended as it began, in obscurity.* 

1 have not been able to discover wllfcl* he died. 

• 

He must not be confounded with Chambon, the con- 
ventionalist, w^o vtfced for the death of tlie king* but 
with an appeal to the people; and who was killed in a 
farm <#fc Lubersac, in 1793, in tl^ overthrow of the Or- 
leanist party, to which he also belonged. *I\ 
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and Chaumette*, the mayor and attorney- 
general of the Commune, and CJolombcau 
the secretary, arrived. They announced to 
the king a decree of the Convention, that 
his majesty should be brought to its bar 
to be examined. They obliged him to send 
the Dauphin to his mother’s apartment; but, 
not having the decree of the Convention, they 

* Attorn?} of tile (otnmune of Paris, son of a shoe- 
maker ; lie .vas successively a cabin-boy, a postilion, a 
stationer’s clerk, ami an attorney, lie was for a long 
while the idol of ihe mob, and the terror and scourge 
of Paris ; but at last even Robespierre felt alarmed at his 
audacious profancucss and cruelty, and be enveloped him 
in the proscription ^‘tU,* llebertists. There i» a striking 
description of the meanness and cow ardice of this wretch, 
when lie met in prison crowds that he had himself sent, 
thither, lie w as guillotined on the l3th April, 17,94 ; ami 
the only truth lie over, perhaps, spoke, were his last 
words, “ That those who had s -* 1 ' e deserved to 
follow him.”* T. 

4* £ know nothing of Colomheau, hut that he was one 
of the municipality of 1 1 * 10th of August. This office, and 
the anecdote in the text, sufficiently characterize him. 
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kop* the king waiting two A ours.’ He did njjt 

I 

go till about one o’clock, when he went in the 
mayor’s carriage with Chaumette and Colom- 
beau. The carriage was escorted by munici- 
pal officers on foot. The king observing, as 
they went along, that Colombeau saluted a 
great number of persons, asked hint if they 
were all friends of his ; Colombeau answered, 

“ They are brave citizens of the 10th of Au- 

• * 

gust, whom I never see but with .the greatest 
pleasure.” 

I shall not say any thing of the conduct of 
the king at the bar of the Convention. All 
the world knows it : his firmness, his mildness, 
his goodness, his courage, in the midst of ^n 
assembly of cannibals thirsting for his blood, 
can never be £prgotten, and musi be admired 
by the latest posterity. 

The king returned 5t six o’clock to the 
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tower of the Ten'iple, under the same eseort. 
It is impossible to describe the anxiety which 
his family had suffered in his absence. The 
queen had used every endeavour with the 
officers who guarded her, to discover w hat was 
passing; it was the first time she had con- 
descended to question them. These men 
would tell her nothing. It was only on the 
kind’s arrival that she was informed. 

When he returned, she asked to see him in- 
stantly. She made the same request to Cham- 
bon, but received no answer. The Dauphin 
passed the night with her ; and, as he had no 
bed, she gave him hers, and sat up all night 
in the deepest distraction. The other prin- 
cesses were afraid to leave her in so melan- 
choly a state ; but she obliged them to go to 
bed. 

Next day, she again asked to see the 
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king, % % and lo read the newspapers, that she/ 
might learn the course of the trial. She en- 
treated, that at least, if she was to be denied 
this indulgence, his children might see 
him. This request was referred to tlTe Com- 
mune. The newspapers were refused ; but 
the* children were allowed to see tlieir fa- 
ther on condition of being entirely separated 

from their mother. Whenthis.was conveyed to 

• * * 

the king, he said that the important business 
which tliei^ occupied him would not allow' 
of his attending altogether to his son, and that 
his daughter should not fpiit lidt’ mother. The 
Dauphin’s bed was in consequence removed 
into the queen’s room. 

The Convention came to see the king. He 
asked for *couysel, ink, paper, and razors. 

* If ought never to be forgotten that Louis had the 
noble confidence to select for his counsel, against a 
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All these requests were granted. Messrs. 
# Malesherbes, + Troncliet, and Desize, who 
were assigned as his counsel, came to see him. 
He was often obliged, in order to converse 
with them without being overheard, to retire 
into the turret. 

n _ 

charge of violating the constitution, one of the chief 
framers of that constitution, the lawyer Target ; and that 
this wretched preacher oflaw and liberty, and liberality, 
had the baseness to de'liuc this honourable, and, to a 
man of professional feeling, indispensable duty. T. 

* M. de Malesherbes was illustrious by his life, and 
even, if possible, more so by his death, which was us 
heroic as that of Sir Thomas More. He was the relation 
of M. tie Chateaubriand, w horn his majesty, Louis Will., 
admitted into liis eounc.l at Ghent, and expelled from it 
at Paris. M. dc Chateaubriand’s fate, and his majesty’s 
feelings, are, in this instance, the converse of those of 
their predecessors, lor Louis XVI., who had dismissed 
Malesherbes from ti e ministry in his happier days, re- 
called him to his assistance in the hour of adversity. T. 

t Tronchet a little impaired the character he had ob- 
tained by his . accepting the defence of the king, by taking 
an office under the usurper. He died in March, jblO. T. 
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Ife went no more into the garden, nor ditr 

the princesses. He knew nothing of them, as 

they knew nothing of him, but through the 

municipal officers. The young printess had 

something the matter with her foot; and her 

father, having heard of it, was, with his usual 
• » 
tenderness, very uneasy^about her, and made 

constant inquiries. The family were so for- 
tunate as to find, amongst the memjbers of the 
Commune, some men, whose compassion al- 
leviated tludr sufferings. They assured the 
queen that the king would not be put to death, 
and that his case woiTld # be “refereed to the 
primary assemblies, who would undoubtedly 
save him. 

Alas ! they deceived themselves ; or, through 
pity, intended t*> deceive. 

On the <2(ith December, # ^t 4 Stephen’s 

• 

Some expectation seeing to have lTeeu tulcrliiiucd. 
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4lay, the king made his will, because 1 w ex- 
pected to be assassinated that day on his wav 
to the bar of the Convention, lie went thi- 
ther, nevertheless, with his usual calmness, and 
left to *M. Deseze the care of his defence. 
He lelt the Temple at eleven o’clock, and 
returned at three. Henceforward he saw his 
counsel every day. 

[17tW.j — At last, on tlie 18th January, the 
day on which the sentence was pronounced, 

the municipal officers entered the king’s room 
at eleven o’clock, saying, that they had now 


tliat tlu* feast of the p^ito-martyr was to he further 

av 1 

stained by the martyrdom of the eldest sou of the 
church : a title of which the kings of France were 
proud. T. 

* M. Deseze has been consistent in the course of in- 
tegrity and honour. He is now first president of the 
high court of appeals, in France. We are surprised that 
the present ministry (Feb. 1817) tolerate such an ultra- 
roi/utist as a man who even ventured his life in the 
kingY defence. *T 
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orders never to lose sight of kim fd£ a moment. 
He asked if his fate* was decided. They an- 
swered, No. 

Next morning M. Malesherbes came to 
acquaint him that the sentence had b^cn pro- 
nounced ; “ but, Sire,” he added, i( these 

wretches are not yet masters, and ever y> honest 
man will endeavour to save his master, or will 
die at his feet.”* “ M. de Malesherbes,” said 
the king, “ such proceedings would involve a 
great many persons, and would excite a civil 
war in Paris . — 1 had rather' die . — You will 
therefore, I entreat of^you, cortmtand then* 
from me, to make no effort *o save me — the 
King of France never dies !” 

After this conference he was never allowed 

to see his counsel again. He addressed a note 
• • , 
to the municipal officers, to ask to see them, 

and4o complain of ffie hardship of being kept 
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under per pc luul inspection. No attention was 
paid to his representations. 

On Sunday, the 20th January, # Gantt, the 
minister of justice, and the other members of 
the executive power, carne to announce to him 
the sentence for his execution next day. The 
king heard it with fortitude and piety : he Je- 

i 

manded a respite of three days, to know what 
the fate of his family was to be, and to have 
a catholic confessor. The respite was refused. 
Garat assured him that there was no charge 
against his family, and that it would be sent 

* Garat, an editor of i newspaper, and minister of 
justice /— the friend >f I’ache and Hebert, the tool and 
almost the victim of Robespierre. He survived, however, 
and became one of the vilest adulators of Buonaparte, 
who made this jacobin a count of the empire ; this sans- 
culotte, a knight of the legion of honour ; this man of the 
10th of August., a legislator; in which character he 
shewed his gratitude, by voting, in March/ 1814, for de - 
posing Napoleon the First; and in 18lr> he was again for 
deposing him, but i't was'oidy to put in his place Napo- 
leon the- Second. 1 know not what is become of him. T. 
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out ot' France. M. * Fdge worth 4le Firmont 
was the jyiest he wished for. He gave his 
address, and TjJarat brought him. The king 
dined as usual, which surprised the municipal 
officers, who expected that he would endeavour 
to commit suicide. 

The rest of the family learned the sentence 
by the newsmen, who came about seven o’clock 
in the evening, cYying it under their windows. 

A decree of the Convention permitted them 
to see the king. They ran to his apartment ; 
they found him much altered*; he wept for 
them, and not for fear of death ; lie related his 


* Henry Essex Edgeworth was horn at Edgeworth’s- 
town, in Ireland, of which his father was vicar; but he 
•resigned this preferment ou uecoun^f religious scruples, 
and removed with his family into ^France, where they 
embraced the Roman-Catholic faith. The name ol 
Firmont was derived from Firmount, a faiflily estate in 
the county of Longford. They were near relations of 
Mr. Edgeworth, who, as well as his daughter, &re so 
well known id the literary wJrld. T 
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trial to the. quettipapologizing for the wretches 
ulio had condemned hini ; he told^her, that 
it was proposed to attempt to # save him by 
having recourse to the primary assemblies, 
but tha{ be would not consent , lest it should 
excite confusion in the country. He then 
gave hjs son some religious advice, and, above 
all, to forgive those who caused his death ; and 
he gave him his blessing, as well as to his sister. 

The queen was very desirous that the whole 
family should pass the night with the king ; 
but he opposed this, observing to her how 
much he needed some hours of repose and 
quiet. She ask .ad 'at least to be allowed to 
see him next morning, to which he consented. 
Buty when they were gone, he requested that 
they might not be permitted to come, as it 

u " l* 

afflicted him too much. He then remained 
with his confessor till midnight, when he went 
to t)ed. 
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He slept till he was awakened Sy the drums 
at five o’clock. At'six, the Abb6 Edgeworth 
said mass, anti administered the holy sacrament 
to the king. At nine o’clock he left the Tem- 
ple. On the stairs, he delivered his Will to a 
municipal officer, and a sum of money, which 
M* de Malesherbes had brought him, and 
which he desired should be returned to him ; 
but the officers «hared it amongst themselves. 

He met one of the # turnkeys/ whom he had 

* 

reprimanded rather sharply the day before: he 
now said to % him, “ Mathieu , J am sorri/for 

“ having offended you .” On his *way to the 

• • 

scaffold, he read the prayeTrs for those at the 
point of death. 

On the scaffold he wishecHfc have spoken 
to the people; butt Santerre prevented him 


* The atrocious Mathieu, before mentioned T. • 
t A tfrewer in the Fauxbourf St. Antoine, the most po- 
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by ordering'* the drums to beat: what In; said 
was heard by very few. * He then undressed 
himself without assistance. H!s hands were 
tied, not with a rope, but with his own hand- 
kerchief. At the instant of death, his con- 

pulous and turbulent part of Paris. His weight in that 
quarter** and his violent character, advanced him to 
the chief command of the National Guard of Paris ; a 
distinction which his natural ferocity justified. Though 
he had no kind of military talents, he had great pre 
tensions, ard acfuhllyjcnarched at the head of a consi- 
derable army, to effect the conquest of La Vendee, ac- 
cording to plans of his own devising. He was beaten 
every where. Ope time he was missirg, and it was 
thought that he had been killed in the field of battle ; 
a death so *nuch too honourable for him, that the follow- 
ing derisoiv epitaph was circulated on the occasion : — 

“ Ci git le G£u<Sral Santerre, 

“ Qui n’eut de Mars quela Here 

In confirmation of the old proverb, he and Robespierre 
soon disagreed, and the death of the latter only saved 
the former,^ who afterwards lived quietly in Paris, having 
contrived to remunerate himself for hir. public services 
by obtaining a grant of the vast space on which the 
Temple stood. T. 
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fessor exclaimed, “ Son of St. Louis, ascend 

* • 

“ to heaven # I” 

He received the stroke f of death on the 
Sunday, the 21st of January, 1793, • at ten 
minutes past ten o’clock in the forendbn. 

Thus died Louis XVI., king of France, 
at the age of thirty-nine *y ears, five nfonths, 
and three days, of which he had reigned 
eighteen. He *had been five months and 
eight days in prison. 

Such are the most remarkable events of his 

* 

rigorous captivity. During it, he displayed 

• • 

the highest piety, greatnq^s of mind, jyid good- 

* This sublime exclamation was so much the impulse 
of the Abba’s feelings at the moment, that he had uttered 
It unconsciously. Indeed, he said afterwards, that he 
was nearly unconscious of all that p<&sed at that dreadful 
crisis. — See his Memoirs, by C S. Edgeworth, Lonrfcjn, 
1815. T. 

*♦* The reader will not fail to observe, thed; jhe name of < 
the fatifl instrument which debited her parents of exist- 
ence is never once mentioned by Madame T 

E 2 • 
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ness; — mildness, fortitude, and patience, in 
bearing the most infamous insults, the most 
horrid and malignant calumnies ; — Christian 
clemency, which forgave even his murderers ; 
and the love of God, his family, and his 
people, of which he gave the most affecting 
proofs, even with h; s last breath, and of wnicli 
he went to receive the reward in the bosom 
of his almighty, and all-merciful Creator. 

On the morning of this terrible day, the 
princesses rose at six. The night before, the 
queen had scarcely strength enough to put 

a *• 

her son, to bed. S?:e threw herself, dressed 
as she was, upon her own bed, where she teas 
heard shivering with cold and grief all night 
long. At a quarter past six, the door opened : 
the princesses believed that they were sent for 
to see the king ; but it was only the officers 
looking for a prayer-book for the king's mass. 
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Theydid not, however, abandon the hope of see- 
ing him, till the shouts of joy of the infuriated 
populace came to tell them that all was over ! 

In the afternoon, the queen asked leave to 
see Clery, who had remained with the king 

till his last moments*, and who had probably 

* # • 

some message for her. The two other prin- 
cesses were anxious that she should receive 
this shock of seeing Cle^y, hopes of its 
occasioning a burst of grief, which might re- 
lieve her from that state of silent and choaking 
agony in which they saw her. 

In fact, Clery had Bean intrusted by his 
master with delivering to the queen her wed- 
► ding-ring with a message^lbat he never woulcf 

'* Clery was not permitted, to accompany the king 
• • • • 
beyond the TWuple, so that this expression means till 

his departure from the prison. T. 

f r Aiis was, I presume, a given tqthe king by the 
<juecu, on their marriage- In the Moniteur ofjthe%5th 
of January. 1793, it is describ^l as a cold ring, witlf the 
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nave parted with it but with his life. He had 
a Iso given him a parcel with the hair ol all 
his family, saying, that it had been so dear to 
him, that he had carefully preserved it till that 
moment. The officers reported that Clery 
was in a frightful state, and in despair, at not 
being allowed to see the princesses. The 
queen made her request to the commissioners 
of the Commune*; she also demanded mourn- 
ing for her family. Clery was kept for a 
month longer in the Temple, and then re- 
leased. 

The princesses had r now a little more free- 
dom; the guards even believed thrt they were 
about to be sent out of France; but nothing 
could calm the dgony of the queen. No 

following inscription engraved on the inside : €t M. A. 
A. A. J‘J Aprillc, 1770 j mcanjng, 1 suppose, Marie Antoi- 
nette,' Archiduchesse d’Autriehe. The marriage took 
place the 16th of May, 1770 T 



55 


hope could touch her heart ; because life was 
indifferent tb her, and she did not fear death. 
She would sometimes look upon her children 
and her sister with an air of pity which made 
them shudder. Fortunately* the affliction of 
the young princess increased her illness to 
so serious a degree, that it made a diversion 
in the mind ok her mother, and her despair 
gave way to maternal alarnf. • Tlfe physician 
Brunier, and the surgeon Lacase*, were sent 
for. They* cured her in the course of a month. 
The princesses were allowed to see the persons 
who brought their mourning^ but Only in pre- 
sence of the municipal officers. 

The queen would go n^vnore to the garde it, 
because she must have passed the door of the 
room the*kiiqf had inhabited, and that shfc 
coqld not bear; but, fearing lest .want of air 

should prove injurious to her son and daugh- 

. * * 

_ * i i 

* VV hi*.: a touching express iou # of rente grief ! r f*- 
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she asked, about the <md of February,- t<* 
be permitted to walk upon the leads, which 
'was granted. 

It was discovered, in the room of the muni- 
cipal officers, that the staled parcel which con- 
tained the seal, the ring, and some other things 
of the king’s, had been broken open, and the 
things carried away. These iy>en were ver\ 
uneasy about this' for a short time, but sit last 
they believed that the things had been taken by 
some thief, for the sake of the gold in which 
the trinkets were set. But the person who 
took them tv as no thief'; he acted with the best 
intentions, to save them for the queen, who 
desired that the ring and sea! should be 
carefully preserved for her son. ] know who 
This Worthy man was ; but, alats ! he has since 
died for another good action. 

When D uniouriez left France, the prisoners 
were' again^ more closely confined. A wall 
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was * bTiilt between the tower and the garden, 
A kind of Mind was erected on the parapet 
of the leads, and every hole stopped up with 
the greatest care. 

On the 2oth of March, the chimney took 
lire. It was that evening that Chai^nette, 
attorney of the Commune, came, for the first 
time, to reconnoitre the queen, and to know 
whether she wanted any tiling. She asked 
nothing but a door of communication with 
her sister s room. The officcrs'opposed this ; 

but Chaumette said, that, in the •state of 

• • 

decline in which the queen's health appeared, 
this indulgence might be necessary, and that 

he would speak of it to tfie general council 

• " 

of the Commune. Next morning he returned, 

» • • 

jit ten o'clock, with # Pitch e the mayor, and 

* The son of tin* Mareschai cte c,astnes porter, mis 
nobleman bail given him some education. He was*elec£etl 
mayor on the 15th February, 13^3. Jfyit, though a* 
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that dreadful Santerre, th£ connnander-in-fchief 
of the national guard. Chaunfette told the 
queen that he had mentioned her request for 
the doa~ to the council, but that it had been 
rejected. P'ache asked her whether she had 
no complaint to make. She, without attending 
to what he was saying, answered “ No” me- 
chanically. 

A short time after this, some officers 
* 

happened to be on guard, whose compassion 
alleviated in some degree the sorrows of the 
prisoners,. They latterly had attained a great 
facility in distinguishing the sentiments of the 
people who came to watch them ; the queen 
particularly, who often prevented the othet 
princesses from being the dupes of false pre- 
tences of pity. 

furious Jacobin, Robespierre wished to get rid of him, 
,anf he escaped the scaffold, which he deserved, only by 
Robespierre’s fall. He has since lived in obscurity. 
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B\if pers< cutions ‘ of all sorts increased. 
Tison was prohibited from seeing his daughter; 
this vexed him. One evening, seeing a stranger 
admitted, who brought some clothes Jto Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, he flew into a rage that this 
may should be admitted while his frienc^ were 
excluded. He let fall sonic expressions which 
were reported to Paclie, who happened to be 
down stairs, and who immediately deter- 
mined to examine Tison. He asked him what 
had dissatisfied him. He replied, u The not 

seeing my daughter; and the seeing certain 

• * • 

other persons here, who do nok conduct them- 
selves as they ought. Certain of the muni- 
cipal officers have spoken low to the queen 

and Madame Elizabeth.” II e was asked their 

• • 

names : he stated* them, and added, that the 

princesses had correspondences *vrithoift. — 

When asked for his proofs, he replied, “ That 

• * # 

one evening, at supper, tile queen, i*a pulling* 
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out her pocket-handkerchief, had dropped a 
pencil ; and that one day he had found some 
wafers and a pen in a box in Madame Eliza- 
beth’s room.” After this deposition, which 
he signed, his wife was examined. She re- 
peated the same story ; accused several^ of 
the officers *, asserted that the princesses had 
had communication with the king during his 
trial ; and denounced Brimier, the physician, 
who attended the younger Madame for her 
sore foot, as having brought them intelli- 
gence. Shs also, induced by her husband, 
signed all this ;^but she bitterly repented it, 
as we shall see hereafter. This denunciation 
was jnade on the 19th of April. She saw her 
daughter next day. 

On the 20th, at half past ten o’clock, the 
quetn and her daughter had just gone to bed, 
when Hebert* arrived, with several municipals. 

* The editor o r the most, infamous of the revolutionary 
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They got up hastily ; and tl<Yse men read them 

* , 

a decree of the Commune, which directed 
that they should be # searched without re- 
serve ; this decree was accurately # obeyed, 
even to searching their beds. The •Dauphin 
was asleep: they tore him from his bed, 
ufider pretence of searching it. Llistinother 
took him up shivering with cold. All 
they found were a shopkeeper’s address, 
w hich they took from the queen ; a stick of 
sealing-wax from Madame Elizabeth ; and, 

newspapers, the Journal tin Ihuftisnr 7 It was by 

the express orders of this monster that Madame de 
Lamballe was massacred. After having sent numbers of 
his own associates to the scaffold, he was, at, last, sent 
thither himself, on the 21 st OM Jarch, 17!M. He had 
married a nun, who was guillotined a few days after him. 

* ** De les fpuilht it discretion. T This pArase is, ?hanh % 
H< •aven ' untranslatable into our language none but the 
monsters of the French age of liberality And reastfn cotfid 
have thouglii df outlier a dun* t han des fthimes. T . 
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from the young Madame, *a heart dedicated 
to our Saviour, and a prayer for the liappi- 
uess of France. This search lusted till four 
o’clock in the morning. They made a formal 
inventory of all they found, which they obliged 
the queen and Madame Elizabeth to sign, by 
threatening that, if they did not do so, tlrey 
should be separated from the royal children. 
They were exasperated at finding only such 
trifles. 

Three days after they came again, and then 
sent for Madame Elizabeth alone. 

They examined her on the subject of a hat 
which they had* found in her room. They 
asked her where she got it, how long she had 
had i-t, and why she kept it. She answered, 
that it had belonged to the king, that he had 
worn it during the first days of his residence 

* Religious trinkets oi *s kind are hung round the 
necks of children in Rojnan-Catholic countries T, 
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in the Temple, and that slnt had asked it of 
him'aS a keep-sake. ‘ The municipal officers 
replied, that? this hat was a suspicious cir- 
cumstance ; and, although she insisted on 
keeping it, they took it from her, andobliged 
her to sign her answer. 

The queen went every day on the leads, for 
the sake of giving air to the children. The 
Dauphin had for some days complained of a 
stitch in his side ; but on tile 9th oY May, at 
seven in the evening, he was seized with a 
violent fever, accompanied with head-ach, 
and still the pain in his side. During the first 
days he would not lie in bod, for he com- 
plained that he was suffocating. His mother 
Vas alarmed, and asked th^officers to send for 
a physician. They assured her that the ill- 
ness was nothing, and that her maternal anxiety 
had farmed her without 4 cause : % tlfey, tiow- 
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ever, mentioned* it to the council, and asked, 
in the queen's name, ‘ for Brunier. The 
counci] refused to hear of the Dauphin’s 
illness, because Hebert reported that he had 
seen him at five o’clock, and that he had then 
no fever. They therefore positively refused 
the attendance of Brunier, the same, it <will 
be recollected, whom Tison had lately de- 
nounced. 

The fever, however, grew worse and worse, 
and Madame Elizabeth came to take Madame 
Boyale’s place in the queen’s room, in order 
that this ••young person might not be exposed 
to the infectious air of the disease, and that 
she might assist her sister in attending on the 
sick. boy. 

The young princess slept then in her aunt’s 

% i 

room. The fever lasted several days, and 
was r always most violent towards evening. 
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The. queen continued every day to request 

the attendance of a physician, but could 

not obtain it At last, on Sunday morning, 

Thierry came ; he was physician # of the 

prisons, and appointed by the Commune 

to attend the Dauphin. As lie came in the 

morning, he did not perceive much fever ; 

but the queen having requested him to call 

again in the afternoon, hc- iomld it violent, 

and he undeceived the municipal officers as 

to their opinibn that the queen* was alarmed 

at a tribe. He said, on the contrary that it 

was more serious than she believed. lie had, 

at the same time, the civility to call upon 

JLirunici, to consult with hirq^ni the case, and 

as to the medicines which it might be proper 

» » 

to give him, because Bruuier was acquainted 
with the Dauphin's constitution, having ‘at- 
tended him from his infancy. He gave hilii 
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some which did hin} good ; on Wednesday Ik? 
made him take physic, and that night the 
young princess came, to sleep in her mother* 
room, m ho was alarmed about the effect ol 
the Dauphin's medicine, because, the. last time 
be iiatj taken any, be bad bad dreadful convul- 
sions. She feared lest lie might have them 
again. She never closed her eyes all night: 
the Dauphin,* however, took bis physic quietly, 
and it did him good, and occasioned no trouble. 

Some days alter, he took & second me- 
dieim , which also seemed to agree with him. 
except that hw felt incommoded with heal, 
lit' had (its of fever, but only now and then, 
and occasionally the pain in the side, But 

i 

his health began to decline, and was never 
« » 

re-established : want of air and exercise did 

hint great' mischief, as well as the kind of 
« • « 

life which this poor child led, who, at eight 
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years Qld, passed his clays amidst the tears 
and terrors qf his friends, and in constant 
anxiety and agony. 

On the d 1st of May, the princesses' heard 
the drum beat to arms, -and the tocsin ring, 
without being able to learn what the noise 
was about. They were forbidden to go on the 
leads to lake the air,— a prohibition which 
was always renewed when tln;w . was any 
commotion in Paris. 

In the beginning of June, Chaumdte and 
Hebert came one evening abotit six o’clock, 

• 0 

and inquired once more* of the quocn whe- 
ther she wanted any thing, or bad any thing 
tp complain of. She answered, No. But 
Madame Elizabeth asked ?or* the * hat which 
has been already* spoken of, and which be 
^Chaumette) had taken away fron^ her. He 

1 S ce page 62. T. 

F 2 



replied, the council had not thought proper to 
restore it. Then Madame Elizabeth, seeing 
that Chaumette did not go away, and knowing 
how extremely her sister suffered (though she 
gave no sign of it) frem his presence, she asked 
him why he came, and if he was to stay. 
Chaumette answered, that being on a visit to 
the prisons, and all prison s^ being equal, he 
had come U the Temple. 

A few days after, the Dauphin fainted. — 
Thierry having returned with a sargeon named 
Soupe, and another called Julapes, this indis- 
position had no bad consequences. 

About this time, Madame Tison went 
mad. She was uneasy about the Dauphin, 
illness, and had been long tormented with 
remorse:' she got into a state of languor, and 
yvould not take the air. One day she began 
to ,*alk aloud to herself; and that having made 
*he young princess laugh, her mother and 
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aunt looked at her with an air of satisfaction, 
as if they observed with pleasure this short 
moment of gaiety. 

But the poor woman's derangement soon be- 
came serious : she raved af her crimes, of her 
denunciations, of prisons, scaffolds, the queen, 
the royal family, and all their misfortunes. Con- 
scious of her crimes, she believed that the 
persons against whom she had informed # had 
perished. Every morning she was in anxious 
hope of seeing the municipal officers whom 

she had denounced ; and, not sedtng them, she 

• • 

went to bed every night % in a deeper* melan- 

0 

eholy. Her dreams must have been dreadful, 
foj she screamed in her sleep so loud, that 
the princesses heard her. 

The municipal officers permitted her to se # e 
her daughter, of whom she was \;ery fopd. 


See page 60» T 
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One day, that the porter, who was js<»i ap- 
prized of this permission, had r refused to let 
the daughter come into the prison, the officer*, 
seeing the desperate grief ol the mother, sent 
for the girl at ten o’clock at night. i ins un- 
timely visit alarmed her still more ; it was 
with great difficuhy they persuaded her to go 
down stairs, and on the way she repeated to 
her husband MriWe are going to prison.” 
When sift:' saw' her daughter, she. did not 
know her ; the fancy of being* arrested had 
seized her mind. She was coming hack 
again whh one of the. officers, hut in the mid- 
dle of the stairs she suddenly stopped, and 
would neither go backwards nor forward*. 
The officer, alArmcd, was obliged to call for 
assistance to remove her up slaws, but nothing 
vCoi'ld induce her to goto bed, and during the 
whole night she disturbed the princesses by 
• 'raving ayd talking incessantly. 
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The next morning the physician pronounced 
her'qdite mad. She was for ever at the feet 
of the queen* asking her pardon; and nothing 
indeed could exceed the compassion which 

both she and Madame Klizabelh shewed to 

* 

this pool creature, of 'whose previous con- 
duct they had hail too much rcasqn to com- 
plain. They watched and attended hci 
while d»e remained iu this state in the Temple ; 
and they endeavoured to. pacify* l#er with the 
warmest assuiances of their (orgivdnes;:. The 
dav after, slfe was lcmovcd fr<;m the tower to 

the palare ; but her disorder increasing every 

• * 0 
hour, she was at last sent to the y l foit l l)itu, 

where a woman belonging to the police was 

'placed to watch her, and to gat he i whatever 

she might, in her phrensy, say concerning the 

/oval family. 

* Tlio p l.<» -i o! T 
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On the Sd of July, they read to the prin- 
cesses a decree of the Convention, that the 
Dauphin should be separated ‘ from them, 
'and placed in the most secure apartment oi 
the tower. As soon as the young prince 
heard this sentence pronounced, he threw 
himself into the arms of his mother, and 
entreated, with violent cries, not to be 
separated from her. The unhappy queen 
was stricken tb the'earth by this cruel order ; 
she would hot part with her son, and she ac- 
tually defended, against the efforts* of the offi- 
cers, the bed in which she had placed him. 
But these men would have him, and threatened 
to call up the guard, and use violence. The 
queen exclaimed, that they had better kill her 
than tear her child from her. An hour was 
spent in resistance on her part, in threats and 
ius^ltsrfrom tire officers, and in prayers end 
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tears *on the part of the ’two other prin- 
cesses. 

At last they threatened even the life of the 
child, and the queen’s maternal tendeoiess at 
length forced her to this sacrifice. Madame 
Elizabeth and Madame Rovale dressed the 
child, for his poor mother had no longer 
strength lor any thing. Nevertheless, when 
he was dressed, she took him ajid delivered 
him into the hands of the officers, bathing him 

with her tears, foreseeing possibly that she 

» 

was never to see him again. Jt'he poor little 
fellow embraced his mojjier, his aunt^ and his 
sister, and was carried off ift tears by the 
officers. The queen charged them to ask the 
council-general for permisni^n to see her ‘son, 
were it only at meals. They engaged to # do 
so*. She was # over\vhelmed with the sorrow of 

... • t 0 

parting with him, but hgx horror was extreme 1 
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vs hen she heard that one * Simon, (a shoemaker 
by trade, whom she had seen in the Temple,) 
was one of the municipal officers* to whom her 
unhappy child was confided. She asked con- 
tinually to be allowed to see him, but in vain. 
He, on his side, cried for two whole days, 
and ashed without intermission for his parents. 

The officers no longer remained in the 
(jiieeifs apartment; she mill the other two 
princesses remained locked up together both 
night and day; hut it was an alleviation of 
their misfortune to he delivered from such 
society. The guards now came only three 


* Si in on, a shoemaker, was appointed guardian of 
Ok* Dauphin His chief duty was to debilitate his body 
and impair bis iniaerstandiiif; ; and he, as we shall 
see in the text, succeeded hut too well in the in- 
fernal task, lie was involved in Robespierre’s over- 
throw;, and wav guillotined the day after him, July 29 th, 
1794. T. 



lime* a day, to bring their meals, and to ex- 
amine the l*olts and bars of the windows. 

The princesses had now no one to attend 
them, and were all the hotter for it. ‘Madame 
Eliza! >eth and the yonng princess made the 
beds, and waited on the queen. • They often 
went up to the Tower, because the Dauphin 
went there : the only pleasure the queen en- 
joyed was seeing him through a. chink as he 
passed at a distance. She watched at this 
chn.k for hours together, to see the child as 
he passed. She now and tflen heard of him, 
either from the ofiicflks, or Tfroni Tison, who 
sometimes saw Simon. Tison endeavoured to. 
make compensation for his past conduct; anil,, 
to obtain forgiveness forTlis former cruelties, 
lie ‘told ti.£ princesses all lie could learn •abovic 
the Dan p! kin. 

As to Simon, he ilfttreated the child fyeyond 
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all belief, and the more so because the poor 
boy cried at being separated from his family : at 
last he had overcome him to such a point of 
dread, that he did not dare to weep. Madame 
Elizabeth', who knew all this, eritreated Tison, 
and those who, through compassion, brought 
her reports of the state of the Dauphin, to 
conceal these horrors from the queen ; who, 
however, either knew or suspected them but 
too well. 

One day, a report reached the Conven- 
tion that the Dauphin had been seen on 
the Boulevard. -The g aard at the Temple, 
no longer seeing ' him, reported that he was 
dead ; and even the princesses, alas ! for a 
moment hoped that this might be true. But 
all, were soon undeceived ; the Convention 
directed him to be taken into the garden, that' 
he might be seen. On this occasion, the young 
prirce, whos* faculties they had not yet had 
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tinfe t p alienate, complained of being separated 
from his mojher, but they soon obliged him to 
hold his tongue. As soon as the members 
the Convention, who had been sent to ascer- 
tain the presence of tl»e Dauphin, had come 
up to the queen, she made a formal complaint 
against the cruelty of taking away her child. 
They answered, that they thought it a neces- 
sary precaution. 

A new Attorney-General had* been lately 

appointed: he also came to visit the princesses. 

Notwithstanding all they hadr been obliged to 

• * 

see and to suffer duriiljr their* misfortunes, the 

V 

manners of this man astonished them. From 
,the moment he entered their room till his de- • 
parture, he did nothing but 'Swear . 

On the ^d of August, at two o’clock id thb 
morning, they came to awake tjiem, to read 
to the queen the decide of jthd Convention, 
which, on the requisition oT the^ attorney f>f 
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the Commune, ordered her removal to '.the 
'Conciergerie, preparatory to her trial. 

The queen heard this decree read with- 
out visible emotion, and she did not speak 
a single word to them. But Madame Eliza- 
beth and Madame Roy ah' immediately re- 
quired to be allowed to follow the queen : 
this was refused:' During the whole time 
that the qvekn was employed in making a 
bundle of the clothes which she was to take 
with her, these officers never quitted her. She 
was even obliged to dress herself before 
them. They asked for her pockets : she 
gave them. Tiiey searched them, and took 
'away every thing they contained, though there, 


* The Cottfiergerie was originally, as tin* name im- 
ports, the porters* lodge of the ancient palace of just icy 
am! as was th' case with our JUarahalsea , became, in 
process of time, a prison*-, fjjaiu the habit of confining 
there persons who bad committed petty offences about 
the Ctturt. IV 
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was -northing of any importance. They sent 
them in a patcel to the Revolutionary * Tri- 
bunal, and told the queen that this parcel* 
would be opened in her presence, at the 
tribunal. They left hei f only a pocket-hand- 
kejfchicf and a smelling-bottle. * She was 
now hurried away, after having embraced 
her daughter, ayd charging* her to keep up 
her spirits and courage, to take 4 tender care 


* It. may noUbe uniustructive to give a few details of 
the tribunal that, murdered the queen, it consisted of 
four judges — Herman, Fouraut, Yerteui^ and JLanne. — 
all of whom, except Verteuil,^ar. apo-fate priest, - perished 
on the scaffold within a year. Ffcuquier-Timelle, of 
bloody memory, was her aeeuser. This man grew 
frightened at the success of his prosecutions, and at the 
numbers he sent to death: he<qyj»hed to draw hack, but 
it. was too late. He. was often heard to say V My turn 
will cAine.” Jt did <;onic, and he was executed o$i thy 
(>4)1 of May, 1 7?)o . The jury consisted of a wig-maker, 
a printer, a tailor, a surgeon, a late deputy of the Con- 
vention, a crier, a carpentei^ a'4iousc-pqintcr, &c. ; and 
three at least of these are known to kuve perished on the 
sea Hold w ithin a few months T 
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of her aunt, and to obey her as a «eoond 
mother : she then threw herself into the arms 
# of her sister, and rtcommended her children 
to her care. The young princess was in a 

r 

kind of trance ; and her affliction, at parting 
with her nfother, was so deep and overpower- 
ing, that she was unable to speak. At last, 
Madame Elizabeth having s^iid a few r words 
to the quedi, in a whisper, she departed 
without dafing to cast another look on her 
daughter, lest she should lose lief firmness. 

She was obliged to stop again at the foot 
of the tower, because the officers insisted on 
making a proc^s-verbal of the delivery of hei 
person. In going out, she struck her fore-* 
head against the wicket, not having # stooped 

* Mathieu, the goaler, used to say, “ I make Ma- 
dame Veto (the queen),# aitfl her sister and daughtev, 
proud as they are, salute me ; for the door is so low that 
thly qaimot paus without cyrtseying.” T. 
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low enough. They asked her whether she had 
not hurl herself : she* replied, No ; nothing can 
hurt me now . She got into a carriage with 
one munieipal officer and two gendarmes. 

On her arrival at the Conciergerie* they put 
her into the filthiest, dampest, and most un- 
wholesome room of the whole prison. A po- 
lice soldier guarded her day^and night. Ma- 
dame Elizabeth * and Madame lloyale spent 
many days and many nights in tears, though 
they had assured Madame Elizabeth, when 
her sister was removed, that ^10 harm should 
happen to her. 

The company of her aunt, ‘whom she ten- 
derly loved, was a great consolation to Ma- 
dame 1 toy ale ; but, alasT ajl that she loved 
w as perishing around her, and she .was s^on. 
tc.lose her also. 

•The day after the ^uten's removal, Ma- 
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dame Elizabeth entreated with great earnest- 
ness to be allowed to join her sister ; but she 
fcould not obtain this indulgence, nor even 
any account of her. As she knew that the 
queen, Who never had drunk any thing blit 
water, could not drink that of the Seine, as it 
did not agree with her, she begged the ofii- 
cers to take her some of that of * Ville D’Avray, 
which came every day to the Temple. They 
promised to do so, and made an order accord- 
ingly; but one of their colleagues took it into 
his head to oppose this arrangement, and the 
order wa^neven carried into effect. 

A few days after, the queen, in order to 
obtain some tidings of her daughter and Ma- 
dame Elizabeth, endeavoured to send to the 


* An agreeable little village atxiut half-way between, 
St. Cloud ami Versailles T. 
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Tenfple for some things which were useful to 
her ; and, amongst others, her knitting-box, 
because she had undertaken to knit a pair of 
stockings for the Dauphin. The princesses 
sent it to her, and all the silk and* worsted 
they could find, because they knew that the 
tjAeen was very fond of some kind of work, by 
way of occupation. They remembered that 
in happier times site had been very fond of 
it, and indeed only desisted from it when she 
was obliged to be in public. All their care, 
however, was thrown away; and nothing that 
they had sent was delivered. to # the queen. 
They learned afterwards that these things were 

not delivered. The reason was, an ap prehen- 

♦ 

sion that she should end*rqur to shorten her 
life, fiy means of the knitting-needless. 

■Tor some time, the two prisoners heard of 
the Dauphin from tl&e »municipaf officers 
cj 2 
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That, however, did not last; but the) heard hint 

t 

every day singing the Carmagnole, Marseillais 
✓songs, and such trash, with Simon. Simon 
dressed him in a red hat, and a * carmagnole. 
He made him sing at the windows, that the 
guard might hear him ; and he taught him the 
most horrid oaths and execrations against 
God, his own family, and the aristocrats. 
The queen fortunately was ignorant of these 
honors. She was gone before the child had 
learned this infamous lesson. , It was an 
infliction which the mercy of Heaven *v?is 
pleased to spare her. ' 

Before the queen left the Temple, they 
came to ask her for the Dauphin’s clothes. 
On this occasion, she expressed her wish 


1 1:> lie* know what article of dress they called by 
this manic. 1 p/csuiiu it w .s a kind of jacket. T. 
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that the son of Louis die Sixteenth should not 
cease to wear moufning ; but the first thing 
Simon did was to take away his black coat. 

Towards the end of August, the change of 
life, and the ill usage with which he M as over- 
whelmed, made him sick. Simon obliged 
Inin to eat to excess, and to drink large 
quantities of wine, though the child disliked 
that liquor. This diet soon brought on a 
fever; for which they gave him physic, which 
disagreed with him, and his constitution 
^b ecam e altogether deranged.* He grew ex- 
tremely fat, without* increasing ift height or 
strength. Simon, however, still made him 
take the air on the leads of the tower. 

In the beginning of tern her, Madame 

Royale had an indisposition, caused solejy by 
her anxiety about her mother : she never heard 
a dtum that she did iiofr cxpec( another 2d of 
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September: every day she went upon the leads 
with her aunt. The officers visited them 
^losely thrice a day, but their severity did not 
prevent the prisoners receiving now and then 
some hints of what was passing abroad, and 
, particularly jabout the queen, which was their 
greatest concern. 

In spite of all the efforts and vigilance of 

» 

tin; cruel me,o about them, the princesses 
always found some compassionate hearts, 
whose pity has been useful to them. They 
heard that the qur en was accused of having, 
had a correspondence abroad ; they therefore 
got rid of their writings, their pencils, and 
. whatever they had still preserved, fearing that 
they might he uudnessed and searched before 
Simcn’s wifV, and that finding these things on 
them might endanger the queen ; for they had 
contrived, notwithstanding the most minute 
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searches which were made m their chambers, 

and amongst all the furniture, to conceal ink, 

« 

paper, and pens. They learnt too that the 
queen might have escaped # from the Con - 
ciergene . The wife of the + keeper was not 
insensible to her misfortunes, and paid her 
every possible attention. 

The officers came again for linen for the 
queen, but they would not give them any 
account of her state of health. They took 
aw ay from the princesses even some pieces of 
Japes try which they were working, on pre- 


* This seems exceedingly doubtful ; there were, I be- 
lieve, more than one plot for this purpose, but they all 
# seein but little likely to have succeeded. T. 

•f* The keeper’s name was Richard. He ^nd his wife 
bothrshewed feelingjpof humanity, which, though i r* otljer 
tjmes they would not have attracted much notice, were, 
in the then state of France, considered as very extraor- 
dinary. T. 
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lence that these works might contain niyste- 

i 

rious characters, and a secret mode of writing. 
On the 21st of September, at one in the 

<■« 

morning, Hebert arrived w ith several officers, 
to execute an order of the Commune, that the 
two prisoners should be confined more strictly 
than heretofore ; that they should have but 
one room ; that Tison, who did the coarse 
household work, should be put in prison in 
the turret; that they should have nothing but 
what w as absolutely necessary ; that there 

t 

should be a kind of slide made in the door of 
♦heir chamber, b,y which their victuals were 
to be conveyed to them ; and that, except to 
bring them water and fire-wood, no person 
should be allowed to enter the room. 

The slicje in the door was not made,, and 
the officers still continued to come three time ; 
a diiy,' and examine yery carefully all 'die 
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bars and bolts, and every kind of furniture. Tlir 
\ 

princesses made their own beds, and swept 
the room : this was a long work at first, from 
their aukwardness at it, but they were obliged 
to do it, for they had at^ last absolutely no one 
to wait upon them. Hebert told Madame 
Elizabeth that equality was the first law of 
the French republic ; and, other prisoners not 
being allowed attendants, they could no longer 
have Tison. In order to treat them with all 
possible severity, they deprived them of even 
the most trifling accommodations ; an armed 
chair, for instance, in* which* Madljne Eliza-' 
beth used to sit, and several other little 
matters of the same kind. 

When their meals aif!^e<j, the doors were 
suddenly clapped^to, that they might not &ven 
see the persons who brought them. They 
no longer heard anyjnews, exjeept by the 



hawkers, whose cries now and then reached 
them. 

They were forbidden to go on the leads, 
and were deprived of some large fine sheets, 
with wfiich they had been indulged, lest, 
notwithstanding the gratings, they should es- 
cape from the windows. This was the pre- 
text alleged ; but the real cause of the change 
was a desire to give them coarse and dirty 
sheets. 

I believe it was about this time that the 
queen’s trial began. I have learnt, since 
her death 1 , that there tvas a plan for effecting 
her escape from the C on ciergerie, which unhap- 
pily failed. I have been assured that the gen- 
darmes who gijfaHed her, and the wife of the 
gaoler, hiid been gained o> v er ; that she had 
seen several well-affected persons in the prison, 
and. amongst others, a'clergyman, who had ad- 
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ininystered the sacrament to her, which she 
had received with the utmost devotion. 

The opportunity of -escaping failed, once. 

because, instead of speaking to the second 

sentinel, as she had be^n desired to # do, she 

addressed the first. Another timp she had 

already got out of her dungeon, and had 

passed one of the corridops, when a gen- 

anil es obliged her to turn bapk, and the 

whole scheme failed. These attempts will 

not surprise # us if we recollect that all 

ynerP took an interest# in the queen’s 

fate, and that, with th& exception of the vile 

and ferocious wretches, who, at that time 

governed our unhappy country, every one 

who was permitted to speak* to her, see her, 

or approach her, Tore touched witlf pity <fnd 

•respect, so well did her affability^ temper the 
* • • • • 
dignity of her manners-? TVIadame Elizabeth 
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and Madame Roy ale knew none of tbostj de- 
tails while they were passing. They had only 
heard that a Chevalier de St. Louis had 
given her a pink with a note concealed in it, 
but, as' they were confined closer than ever, 
they coulcj, not learn the result 

Every day were the. princesses visited and 
searched by the municipal officers. At four 


* M. Hue gives the detail of this affair. The Cheva- 
lier de Rougeville managed to get invited to dinner at 
the house, of one Miehonis, a municipal officer, one 
of the inspectors of prisons in Paris, and there con- 
trived very adroitly to obtain leave (to gratify'’ tnV'cun 
ositt/, as he preteiilled) to *»ee the queen. He wore a 
nosegay, which lie pretended a lady had given him ; in 
this was the pink, which contained a note with these 
words, “ J have men and money at vour disposal.’' 
When he was admitted to the queen, he offered her the 
pink. Sh ’ took it, and found the note ; but, as she was 
.enck»avoui*ii/g to trace an answer with the point of a 
pin, the guard surprised her, and all' was discovered 
M. dellougevi’le escaped, but Miehonis, who had n* 
•oncern in thesvheme, vVa^beheaded. T. 
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o’clock in tlie morning of tile 4th of Septi m- 
ber, they came to niake a complete search, 
and to carry off every article of plate and china. 
They took the little that was left ; and, as some 
articles were wanting, they accused \he prin- 
cesses of having stolen them. Thq princesses 
of having stolen them ! — but it was their col- 
leagues who had been the # thieves, and they 
pretended not to know it. They (bund, behind 
a chest of drawers of Madame Elizabeth’s, a 
rouleau of Lojuis d’ors, which they immediately 
Seized, with extraordinary 9 eagerness, and 
questioned her minutely as Ujp whence it came,* 
how long she had it, and for what use she had 
kept it. She replied, “ That it had been given 
to her by the Princess de T*amballe after The 
10th «of August ; find that she had preserved it 

evY*r since.” They then asked her who had 

, * • • • 

given it to Madame d£ *Lamba41e. Shq an- 
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Mvered, that shetlid not know. In fac>, Mu- 

i 

dame de Lamballe’s waiting-women had found 
means to convey this money t*o her in the 
^feniple; and she had given it to the royal 
lamiJ V • They also examine d M adame Royal e, 
and asked her her name, as if they had not 
known it ; and made her sign that account of 
the transaction. 

■* 

At noon on the 8th of October, while the 
princesses were employed in dressing them- 
selves, and arranging their bed-room, Paclie, 
Chaumette, and David*, members of the Con- 


* David, a painter, ami one of the regicides. When 
Robespierre was attacked the day before his final over- 
throw, David addressed him in the enthusiasm of their 
bloody .friendship — “ If you are obliged to drink hemlock , 

/ will drink it with yiu..** Next day, however, his appe- 
tite for hemlock was gone, and he very prudently took 
care to let his Socrates perish without him. It is said 
that he saved his life by asking a respite, that he might 
finisii h picture, This ; s’ ery likely; a false sensibi- 
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mention, with several officers of the munici- 
pality, drived. Madame Elizabeth, who was 
not quite dressed, refused to open the door 
till she was. Pache, addressing the young 
princess, begged her to walk down stairs. Her 
aunt would have followed, but they stopped 
he/. She asked whether her niece would be 

permitted to come up again; Chaumette 

* 

assured her that ‘she should. “ You may 

A ^ 

trust/’ said he, u the word of an honest re- 
publican : she shall return.” 

The young princess embraced Madame 
Elizabeth, who was greatly aifeeted, and went 


lity, and a pretence to a taste for the arts, garnished 
all the solid atrocities of tlia^if^ volution. Davi.f was 
said to have improved his knowledge of the anatomy of 
the human figure, by the opportunities which the mas- 
sacres afforded aim. l/uouapartc, of course, highly fa- 
voured him, and made him a knight of the legion of ho* 
noirs. *T. 
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down * muck embarrassed at finding herself 

for the first time in her ‘life alone with men. 

« 

She did not know whqt they wanted with her, 
but she recommended herself to the protec- 
tion of* Go"d. On the stairs, Chaumette 
affected to offer her certain civilities : she pre- 
tended hot to know what he meant, and dlie 
ran down into her brother’s room, whom she 
embraced tenderly ; but they were soon torn 
asunder, and the princess was obliged to go into 
another room. Chaumette desired her to sit 

9 

down, which slip did. He sat down opposite 
to her, wfoile a » municipal officer took out his 
pen. Chaumette asked her her name, but 
Hebert continued the interrogatory. 


* Tlu- whole of the following' part of thenar rati on proves, 
if there had Ixjen before auy doubt, that the relator can 
be no other than the prbietss herself. T. 
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Tell # me the truth, he said ; it is not in- 
tended t q affect you or your friends. 

Not to affect huj mother ? 

No, but some other persons who have 
not done their duty. Do you. know the 
Citizens Toulan*, Le PitVe, lireno, Brugnot, 
Merle, Michonis? 

No, sir. 

That is false ; .particularly Toulan, that 
little young man who used to come* so often 
on duty to the Temple? 

I know nothltig of him, nor of the rest. 


* Toulan was really in communication with the 
queen. He was a violent republican; but the sight 
of the royal family touched him with pity, and it 
* was said, at the time, a tendeHr sentiment. It would 
seem, from Hebert’s questions, that he partook this 
latter opinion, though now appears that *Madame 
Royals did not know Toulan. He was guillotined in 
June, 1794- T. 

U 
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Do you remember that you were one day 
ajone with your brother in the turret ? 

Yes. 

Your parents had sent you thither, that 
they might be more at their ease to speak to 
these people ? 

No, sir, but to accustom us to cold. 

What did you do in the turret ? 

We talked and played with one another. 

When you came out, did you not observe 
what these men had brought to your parents ? 

I did not see any thing. 

Chaumette then questioned hereabout a 
thousand shocking things, of which they ac- 
cused her mother and her aunt. She was so 
struck at hearing such horrors, and so indig- 
nant at these questions, that, terrified as she 
was, she could not help exclaiming, that they 
were infamous falsehoods ; but, although she 
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began to weep, Hebert only insisted the more 
violently. 

lie put several questions to her, which 
she did not comprehend, but of which she 
understood enough to make her 'cry with 
indignation and horror. 

lie then asked her several questions about 
Varennes and other things, to all which she 
answered as well as' she could, without im- 
plicating any body. She had always heard 
her parents say, that it were better to die than 
implicate any body. 

•' u 

At last, about three o'clock, the examination 
was finished ; it had lasted from noon. She 
entreated Chaumctte to let her rejoin her 
mother, saying, with truth, TRat she had often 
made the same request of her aunt. “ It is, 
out of. my power/’ said he. u What, Sir , 
you amid not obtain thium favour from the 
H 2 
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general council?” “ No, I have no authority 
there.” He then sent her back to 'her apart- 
ment with the municipal officers, desiring 
her not to speak of what had passed to her 

nr 

aunt/ whom they were going to examine. 
When she reached her room, she threw her- 
self into the arms of her aunt; but they* were 
soon separated, and the latter taken down 
stairs. 

They put the same questions to her as 

they had done to Madame Royal c, relative to 

the men before mentioned. She answered, 

< * 

that she knew the persons and names of these 
officers and others, but that she had no kind 
of intercourse w ith them. She denied having 
any correspondence without the Temple, an' 1 
, she replied with still more contempt to the 
shocking things about which they examined 
ner also. 
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She returned at four o’clock: her exami- 
nation lasted bitt an hour, because the de- 
puties saw that they had no chance of 
intimidating her as they had hoped to be 
able to do a young persofi by the length and 
gro^sness of their inquiries. They were^ how- 
ever, much deceived : they forgot that the life 
which Madame Rpyale had* lived for four 
years past, and, above all, the Auinple of 
courage* shewn her by the parents, had given her 
a degree of enftrgy and strength of mind far 
beyond ffcr years. 

Chaumette had assured the princesses that 
this interrogatory had no concern with the 
qui?en, and that they wermot thinking of trying 
her. Alas ! he deceived them: *she was immedi- 
ately after put upoil her trial, and condemned 
to ih^ith ; but the princesses were not jj\^are 
of it. The following are the^only particulars 
which they afterwards iiSard of this, infamous- 
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trial. First, the. names of her two counsel * ; 
and that Mathieu and SimoiT,* gaolers of the 
Temple, were examined, as well as several 
worthy persons, whom the queen was sorry 
to see involved on her account. They learnt 
also that the doctor, Ih unier, had been brought 
before the court. They asked him if he knew 
the queen. “ Yes.” il I low long?” H Since 
17SB, when the queen intrusted to me the 
care of her children's health ” “ When you 

went to the Temple, you facilitated the pri- 
soners’ correspondence with person... without 
the walls r” The queen then said, “ Doctor 
Brunier , as you all know, never came to the 


t M. Tsoncoii-Ducoudray and Chaveau Lagarde. The 
former was exiled to Cayenne, where he died in ^ 798 . 
The latter is soil alive, and has received the thanks and 
favour of the royal fan.ih , and particularly of Alauamc 
D’Augouleme. T*»ey both shewed great talents and 
courage. T. 
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Temple • but in company with a municipal 

officer , and never spoke to tis but in his pre - 

• 

settee And, finally, they heard, that the trial* 
had lasted three days and nights without inter- 
mission. They put the* most unworthy, the 
most horrid, questions to her. • Kvery body 
knows the noble answer she made to one of 
the most shocking. The people were touched 
at it, and her judges precipitant the sen- 
tence, from a dread of the effect which her 
dignity, presence of mind, zyid innocence, 
might have upon the people. .She listened 
to it with perfect composure. They sent to 
attend her, in her last moments, a priest who 

hacWakeu the new constitutional oaths- She 

• • 

at first declined his assistance with gentleness, 

* • . /"* • . 

aiifj afterwards positively ref used to listen to him 

or. accept his ministry She knelt-dovii^ and 

prayed alone for a considerable time, coifghed 

| 0 # 

a little, then went to beti y and .sliypt for’sortfe. 
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hours. Next morning, learning that, the rec- 
tor of St. Margaret’s was ill a part of the 
•prison opposite to her’s, she knelt down at 
the window facing his. '*U is said that this 
clergyman perceived 'her, and gave her abso- 
lution, or Hh is, benediction. Then, having tl^us 
offered her life as a sacritice to her Maker, 

she went to death with fortitude, amidst the 

» 

execration^ Vv hich a misguided multitude were 
uttering against her. Her courage did not 
abandon her in the cart or on the scaffold ; 
and she shewed* it at her death, as' she had 

i » t 

done during her life. 

Thus died, on the lGth of October, 1793, 
Marie- Antoinette- Josephe-Jeanne de Lor- 
raine, daughter of an emperor, and wife of 
a king. She was thirty-sevdn years and eleven 
months old- • She had been twenty-three years 
in Itrance, and ( hud ’survived her husband 
eight monfhs. 



105 


Th© princesses could not persuade them- 
selves that the queen was dead, though they 
heard her sentence cried about by the new s- 
men. A hope, 'natural to the* unfortunate, 

• 

made them believe that she had been saved. 

• There were moments, however, at which, 
in spite of their reliance on foreign powers, 

they felt the liveliest alarm for her, when they 

# ^ 

heard the fury of the unhappy populace 
against the whole family. Madame Royale 
remained for "eighteen months in this cruel 
suspense. 

The princesses learnt, by the cries of the 
newsmen, the death of the duke of Orleans ; 
it \\ittfi the only piece of news that reached 

them during the whole winter. It g^ve them 

• • 

a raty of hojle ; but the searches were soqh 
reqe*ved, and they were* treated \vitlf increased 
rigour. Madame Elizabeth, who had had 
since the Revolution an# issu^ ill her "ami, 
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found the greatest difficulty in procuring the 
necessary dressings for it : they were for a 

•i 

long while absolutely prohibited ; but at last 
one of the municipal officers remonstrated on 
the cruelty of such conduct, and procured 
her the proper ointment. They also prevented 
her making a kind of herb-tea, which Ma- 
dame R ovale took every mo.niug, on account 
of her health. Being no longer allowed fish 
on fast-days, they asked for eggs, or some- 
thing else, which they could eat, without 

■ i 

violating then religious scruples. They were 
refused, on the ground that equality ad- 
mitted of no difference of days, that weeks 
had been abolished, that decades ha^-heeii 
substituted in their room, and that Fridays 
and Sundays no longer existed ; and they gave 
then! an almanac of tlrs new fashion. 

One fast-day, that Madame Rovale asked 
for something to eat, consistent with her re- 
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)igiou£ opinions, they said to her, u But 
Citizen , do*!/ on not know what is going on 
in the world ? None but fools believe in that 
stuff note- a -days:” She never madq a second 
request. 

They still continued their visits of search, 
particularly in the month of November, when 
the prisoners w^re ordered to be searched 
three times a day. One of thtdr searches 
lasted from four o’clock in die evening to half 
past eight. The officers whq made it were 
quite intoxicated. It is impossible to give any 
idea of their language, their insults, their curses, 
during these four hours. They carried away 
e^qyj.he most trifling articles, such as hats, 
court cards, bccausmhev are called king's 
arid queens/ and hooks which happened to 

hav£ coats of arms in |hem. Tliey, hc#r#ever, 

0 • ^ 

left the princesses their religious hooks, after 
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ridiculing them in every term of filth and 
blasphemy which they could device. 

Simon accused the princesses of forging 
assignats, ~ and of having corresponded with 
the king during his trial ; these charges he 
made in the name of the poor little Dauphinr 
whom he forced to sign these falsehoods. 
Madame Elizabeth had taught her niece the 
game of tric-lrac to divert her, and the 
noise they made in playing was represented 
by Simon as coining ; they, however, played 
♦ric-trac during the winter, which, in spite of 
the visits and searches of their inquisitors, 
passed away quietly enough. They gave them 
fire- wood, which they had at first refused 
them.' 

[1794.} — On the 1 9th of January, they heard 
a great 1 noise in the Dauphin’s apartment, and 
they guessed he was going to be removed from 
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theTemple: they w ere convinced of this, when, 
looking through the key-hole, they saw several 
parcels carried away. On the subsequent 

days they heard the doors open, and the sound 

• 

of footsteps in\he room; satisfied* therefore, 
that .the Dauphin was gone, they believed 
that some person of importance* had been 
placed in his apartment. It was Simon who 

was gone : obliged to choose between the situ- 

* 

ations of municipal officer and guardian of 
the Dauphin, he had preferred the former, and 

they had had the cruelty to leave the poor 

\ • 

child absolutely alo^e. Unhenrd^ol and unex- 
ampled barbarity ! to leave an unhappy and 
sickly infant, of eight years old, in a great 
Wjmu, locked and bolted in, with no Other re- 
source than a broken bell, which Le^nevef rang 3 
* • 

^o greatly did he dread the people whom its 

-* * * 

,s«und would have brought to him ; he p/eferred 
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wanting any thing, find every thing, to calling 
for his persecutors. His bed had not been 
stirred for six months, and he had not strength 
to make it himself — it was alive with bugs, 
and vermin* still more disgusting, llis linen 
and his person were covered with them. 
For more than a year he had had no change 
of shirt or stockings ; every kind of tilth w as 
allowed to accumulate abont him, and in 
his room ; and, during all that period, 
nothing of that kind had been removed. His 
window, which w as locked as well as grated, 
was never opened ; and the infectious smell 
of this horrid room was so dreadful, that 
no one could bear it for a moment. He might, 
indeed, have washed himself, for he InaFTC 
pitcher of water, and have kept himself some- 
what more clean than he did ; but, over- 
whelmed by the ill treatment he had received, * 
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i& had not resolution to do *o, and his illness 
began ^ to deprive him of even the necessary 

strength, ill* never asked for any thing, so 

» • 

great was his dread of Simon and his other 
keepers, lie passed his days .without any 
kind of occupation. They did not oven al- 

- * v -v 

, . • 

Iqw him light in the evening. •Tins situation 

* 

affected his mind as well as his body, and it 
is not surprising, that lie should have fallen 
into a frightful atrophy. The leifgth of time 
which he resisted this persecution proves 
how good his" constitution must have origi- 
nally been. 

Madame Elizabeth kept Lent strictly. 
She dined on a cup of milk-coffee, which 
sheaved from her breakfast, and, for sup- 
per, ate only dry bread?* She, how ever, made 
Madame Rv^yale eat what was given her, 
because her youth did juqt require no; per- 
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init that she should fast ; but, as for herself 
nothing could be more exemplary than her 
way of life. Though they had italic all they 
could to deprive her of the means of obey- 
ing the dictates of her conscience in these 
° « • 

particulars, she had 'not, on that account, 
neglected dny .of the duties of religion. 

In the beginning of spring they were re- 
fused candles, and they were obliged to go 
to bed as seen as it grew dark. 

Until the '9th of May nothing extraordinary 
happened. On that day, at the moment they 
..ere going tg bed, the outside bolts of the 

• «• . t 

doors were drawn, and a knocking was heard. 
Madame Elizabeth begged of them to wait 
till she had put on her gow n ; but they an- 
swered that they could not wait, and knocked 

c I. 

so violently, that they were* near bursting open 
the dppr. . When she was dressed, she opened 
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tlu i dbor, and they immediately said to her, 
“ Citizen, come down .” — “ And my niece?” — 
“ W e shall take care ofc her afterwards. 7 ' She 

embraced her niece; and, in order to calm her 

« 

agitation, promised to return. “*No ‘citizen / 7 
said* they, “you shall not return; — take your 
bbnnet, and come along.” They overwhelmed 
her with the grossest abuse. She bore it all pa- 
tiently, and embraced her niece again, exhort- 

» 

ing her to have confidence in Heaven, to fol- 

O I 7 

low r the principles of religion in which she had 
been educated, and never to forget the last 
commands of her father ant! mother. She 
then left her. 

Down stairs they detained her a consider- 

ablest line in search h'T, (though they 

found nothing,) and in writing an 'account 

of their proceedings. At length, after a thou- 

* o ( 

sandftisulls, she was puthuo a hackney-coach. 
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with the crier of the revolutionary court, and 
taken to the Conciergerie, where she • passed 
the night. The next ipomiug tliey asked her 
these questions : — 

Whatsis your name r 

- «, 

Elizabeth, of France . 

Where were you on the 10th of August i* 
In the palace of the Thai /levies, with my 
brother . 

What have you done with your jewels f 

i knozc nothing about them ; besides , these 

* 

< questions are' wholly useless . I on are deter - 
* ’ * 0 * 
mined on* my devtli. L have offered to Heaven 

the sacrifice of my life; and I am ready to die , 

happy at the prospect of rejoining in a better 

world those whopi 1 loved upon earth 

♦The} condemned her to death. Slje asked 

to be placed in the same room with the zither 

# 

persons wUo were* it die with her. SLo ex- 
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hortcd them, with a presence of mind, an ele- 
vation of soul, and religious enthusiasm, which 
fortified all their minds. In the cart she pre- 
served the same firmness, and encouraged and 

• . * 

supported the women who accompanied her. 
At the scaffold they had the barbarity to re-* 
sei f \e her for the last. All the women, in 
leaving the cart, begged to embrace her. She 
kissed them, and, with her usual benignity, said 
some words of comfort to each. • ller strength 

never abandoned her, and she died with all the 

* 

resignation of the purest piety Her soul was 
separated from her hocty, and ascendfcd to re- 
ceive its reward from the merciful Being, whose 
worthy servant she had been. 

JVht. •Phillipine E4ieabet}j-H elene, sister 
of Louis X VI., died on the 10th May,’ 1794, 

at tlm age of thirty years. She had been/ 

* % 

durii)g*ill her life, a mode>of virtue . From* the 
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"» tiflnn, she had dedicated licrsdf -to 
piety, and the means of her saltation. * Since 
W?90, when 1 was in a* situation to appreciate 

her merits, I saw in her nothing hut the 

• • * 

love of God and the horror of sin, religion, 
gentleness, myekness, modesty, and a devoted 
attachment to her family; she sacrificed her 
life for them, foy nothing could persuade her 
to leave the king and queen. She was, in 
short, a princess worthy of the blood to which 
she belonged*. 

It is impossible to imagine the desolation of 
Madame Royaie when she found herself sepa- 
rated from her revered companion. She did 
not know what had become of her, and could 


* It is said that Madame ILoyale resembled her in 
feature : it is certain that the younej Princess, a^ter le- 
ech iAg from her aunt the. care and councils of a mother, 
inherited her character aoid her virtues. 
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rml. Irani. She passed several nights in great 

anxiety, hut, though very uneasy, she was far 

• • 

irom believing that her aunt’s death was so 

near. When she considered the manner in 

which she had been parried off, slie could 

not but entertain the greatest feajrs for lie/ ; 
• * 
vet she tried to persuade herself that they 

would only banish her froiji France. 

Next day she inquired what*had become 

of her aunt. The officers replied, “ that she 

was gone to ^take the air.” She said, “ that 

since ntyc was to be separated from her aunt, 

( rv v 

she hoped she would* be allowed to rejoin her 
mother.” They said they would speak about 
it. They then brought her the key of a press, 
in which Madame Elizabeth had kept herJiuen, 
She wished to send her some, as, she had gone 
without, any. They answered, that .they could 
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not permit it. To all Jier entreaties § to see 
her mother, or hear of her amit*, these men 
alw ays answered, that they would speak about 

f . 

it. 

At last, seeing that all these endeavours 
were fruitless, and recollecting that her aunt 
had told her, if ever she should be left alone 1 , 
to ask for a female attendant, she did so in 
obedience t6 her advice ; but she did so reluc- 
tantly. for she was sure of being refused, or 
of having a woman as wicked as those who 
oviit her. In, fact, the municipal officers an- 
swered this request by telling her that she did 
not want a woman, and by redoubling their 

rigour towards her. They even took av^ry a 

« 

knife which had been before returned to her. 

* 

They obliged her to undergo an 'examination 
about a , tinder-box, of , which they wanted to 
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deprive her. Similar scenes were renewed 
every day, » hut the princess only answered 
when they put direct questions to her. 

The Dauphin* still remained in solitude and 
tilth. 11 is keepers never went near him but 
to give him his meals. Tin y had* no compas- 
sion lor this unhappy child. There was ofie 
of the guards, whose gentle manners encou- 
raged the princess to recommend her brother 
to his attention : this man ventured to com- 
plain of the’' severity with which the boy 
was treated, Abut he was dismissed next da 

For herself, she asked nothing but what was 
indispensable, and even this was often harshly 
reused ; but she, arteast, could keep herself 
clean. She had soap and water, and carefully 
swept out her room every day. She had no 
light ; but in tjie long davs she dfd not feel much 

. . . w 

this privation. They would not give her any 
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more books : but she had some religious worts 
and some travels, w hich she had read over and 
over. She also had hei knitting, winch tired 

her very much 

0 * 

The Qth f Thermidor arrived; Madame 
Rv>yale heard tlje drums beating to arms, the 
tocsin ringing, and was very uneasy. The 

officers who were in the Temple never stirred 

« 

out. Whei\her dinner was brought, she was 
afraid to ask* what the matter was ; but on the 
10th Thermidor, at six o’clock i'i the morning, 
heard a frightful noise in the \jTemp)l*. The 


* There is a singular naivete in tile original expres- 
sion ; u Elleavait aijssi un tricot qui Vennvyait berj^mq-J ' 
It describes admirably* the irksomeness of this solitary 

and worn-oM amusement, which, though it tired lp*r, she 
« * 
could not help continuing. T. 

f 27th of forty, ' 1794, the day of the overthrow of Ro 
bespieye. T. 
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guards were calling to arms, the drums were 
rolling, and doors opening and shutting with 
violence. All this tumult was, it seems, occa- 
sioned by a visit of some members of the Na- 
tional Assembly (the Convention), who came 
to see that ail was quiet. SheJiearU the doors 
of her brother’s room open ; she then got upj 
and was already dressed by flic time the depu- 
ties came to her room. There wore Burras*, 
and several others : they were in their offt.rjpi 
full dress, which surprised the princess, who 
was not ftccustimed to see themjso fine. Barrtis 
called her by her name, and was surprised to 


•Jiarras, of a noble of Provence, a convention- 

alis?, a regicide, and at last a dir»|ptor. He was Buona- 
parte's first patron ; and, when the latter attained the 
supreme* power ^ became, as is natural with such wor- 
thies,* his first victim. He amassed enormous wealth, 
and 'Settled himself, after Buqpajparte’s ingratituc^ in his 
native province, -where he bred in the enjoyment ^f his 
ill-gotten riches, £11 law for banishing the regicides 
disturbed his luxurious retirement, T 
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find her up. They soon went away ; and she 
heard them haranguing the guavds under the 
windows, and exhorting them to be faithful 
to the .National Convention. There were 
great shouts of Five la liepublique ! Five la 
Convention! 'The guard was doubled, and 
the three municipal officers, who were in the 
Temple, remained there e,ight days. In the 
evening of the third day, about half past nine, 
as-she was lying in bed, because she had no 
light, but not able to sleep from anxiety as to 
what was g<sin«r on, they knocked at her 
door, to introduce her to Laurent, the com- 
missioner appointed by the Convention for the 
custody of herself and her brother. 

,Next morning, at ten o’clock, Laurent* 
came into her room, and inquired politely 

* lam sorry not* to be able to* £* c «ny account of 
*'.url‘i)t. r t 
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whether she wanted any thing. He always 
visited her tiifee times a day, but behaved 
with civility, and, in addressing her, he did 
not ihee-dnA-lhou ( tutoyer) hei;. He never 
searched the drawers, * nor other pieces of 
furniture. 

At the end of three days, the Convention 
sent a deputation to ascertain the situation of 
the Dauphin. The members Were struck 
with pity at the state in which they found him* 
and directed tljht he should be better treated. 
.Laurent * got Him a dean bed,* the old one 
being filled with bugs and vermin: he made him 
bathe himself, and cleansed him from the filth 
wittf which he was coffered. However,* they 
still left him alone. 

The’ princess asked Laurent alter lie/ 
motj^T and aunt, of wbq # se deaths *shs # was 
still ignorant. . He replied, •with an air of 
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concern, that her inquiries should not be 
addressed to him. 

Next day came sofiie men in *scarfs, to 
whom she repeated the sa*ne question, and 
they gave the same answer. They added, 
that thqy did not see why she should wish to 
be released, as she seemed to be very com- 
fortable. “ It & dreadful,” she replied, “ to 
be separated for more than a year from one's 
mother , without even hearing what is become of 
her , or of her sister ” “ You are not ill ?” 


One of the fopperies of the Revolution w as the cos- 
tumes ami scarfs which the public functionaries, as they 
were called, wore. This absurdity is not yet quite dis- 
used ; the members of the Chambers of Peers and depu- 
ties have still a peculiar costume. It is not'hn usual to 
see some of these gentlemen in a fine embroidered coat, 
over their other ordinary clothes, and wearing perhaps 
the dirty hoots in which they walked to the assembly. 
The^ ^hoifid l>e either in £ull costume, or in their usual 
drei> : the mixture is % ridiculous. T 
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* Y _W>, Sir, but the cruellest illness is that of 

the heart u I tell you again, that we can 

« 

do nothing for you; Jbut I advise you to be 
patient, and submit to the justice and good- 
ness of the French people.” 

She was exposed*, by the explosion which 
took place at the plain of Greuelle, to great 
alarm. 

During all tins time, the Dauphin still 
remained alone. Laurent visited him thrice a 
day, but he was afraid to shew him all the 
attention he j ( wished, for, he was closely 
watched. lie took,* however, more care of 
Madame Roy ale, who had every reason to be 
satisfied with him during the whole time of his 
attendance. He frequently inquired whether 


* The original passage is somewhat ^Obscurely ex- 
pressed. but its meaning i^otTvious. X 
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she wanted any thing, and begged her to ask 
for what she might wish for, and to ring her 
bell when she wanted any thing. He gave 
her back her tinder-box, and allowed her 
candles. 

In the beginning of November, certain 
civil commissioners came. They were men 
chosen, one from each section, to pass twenty- 
four hours in the Temple, to ascertain the 
existence of the .Dauphin. Another commis- 
sioner also, called ^Gomier, came to assist 
Laurent. Tie took extraordinary carejof the 
voting king c l or a grevt while, this child 
had had no light. Cornier obtained leave to 
give him a candle at night-fall; he even used 

* M. Hue calls him Cumin, and aunt her account 
f . » 

Contain. He accompanied Miuiimie to the frontier, 

when site was exchanged for the deputies who had been 

delivered^ f o the Austrians by JLhnnouriez. T. 
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to’^ass several hours with him, to amuse him. 
Gofnier soon saw that his wrists and knees 
w ere swelled ; he was afraid the joints were 
about to grow callous. He mentioned it \o 
the committee, and asked permission to take 
him to .exercise in the ’garden. At first, he 
only removed him to the little parlour, w hicli 
delighted the child, who was fond of a change 
of place. He soon felt *the attentions of 
Gomier, and became fond of him*: the poor 
boy had been long unaccustomed to kindness. 
There is no example of such studied barbarity 
to a chifd. 

On the 19 th of December, the Committee 
of Public Safety came to the Temple, in 
cq^seqyence of WutmV .ess. . The members 
also visited Madame Rovale, but did not 
speak to her* 

(.1796 .] — The winter passed quietly epough j 
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the keepers were t civil, and even lighted the 
princess’s fire for her; they allowed her as 
much fire-wood as she wanted, w;hich pleased 
he-** greatly. They also gave her such books 
as she wished for. l>aurent, had already pro- 
cured her several. Her greatest misfortune 
now was, that, she could hear no tidings of 
her. mother and aunt. 

During the winter, the Dauphin had some 
attacks of fever. He could not be kept away 
from the fife. Laurent and Gomier used to 

coax him up to the leads to ta 1 e the air, but 

s 

lie was hardly, there when he complained of 
# 0 • * 
not being able to walk, and wished to go down 

again : lie grew worse, and his knees swelled 

greatly. 

Laurent was now removed ; but a worthy 

man of the name of Loine look hfs place, and, 
« 

with Gomier, attended the child. In the be- 
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^liming of spring they persuaded Madame 
Royals to go up to the leads, which she did. 
The illness T of her brother grew* worse every 
day ; his strength diminished ; his mind even 
was affected by \he severity lie* had* suffered 
so long, 

» The Committee of Public Safety sent 

* r 

Dessault, a surgeon, to attend him : he pro- 

mised to cure hiip, though he admitted the 

disease was very dangerous. ^Dessault died, 

and Messrs. Dumangin and Pelletan were apt- 

pointed to suc ceed him. They .had from the 

beginning no hope ; they gave him, however 

some medicines, which he sw r allowed with 

great difficulty. He fortunately did not suffer 

mr.fch. It was rath«*a wasting away than 

positive pain. He had several ?larming 
* * 

crises. The tever increased, his strength di- 

^ * 

miipshed, and he expired ^without pain. 
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Thus died, on the 9th of June, 1795, at 
three o’clock in the afternoon, Louis XVII., 
ten years and two months old. Even his 
keepers wept for him, so much had his amiable 
qualities endeared him to them. He had had 
great talents. He was not poisoned, as some 
have believed. The only poison that shortened 
his days was filth, made more fatal by horri- 
ble treatment, by harshnesj and cruelty, of 
which there is no example*. 


* Here end our ( sic in orig. ) Memoirs. Madame 
Royale remained* in the Temple six months 1 after the 
death of her brother, and left it on the 19th of December. 
1795, the seventeenth anniversary of her birth. M. Hue, 
in his work, relates what passed on this occasion, arid 
w hatever information he could collect relative to the last 
months of the princess’s confinement. 



POSTSCRIPT. 


M. dc Malesl/erbes has left a journal, contain- 
ing the following Details upon what passed 
in the Temple , between Louis -XT L and 
hit use If. 


THE moment 1 received permission to enter 
the apartment of the king, I hastened thither. 
On perceiving me, he immediately quitted a 
Tacitus, which lay open befoVe him on a small 
table. - He embraced me, his eyes filled with 
tears, and he said to me, u Your sacrifice is so 
much the more generou3, that you will expose 
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your own life, and you will not save mine.” I 

observed to him that there was no danger for 

* • 

me; that, besides, I at pnce fulfilled the most 

sacred of duties, and the warmest wishes of my 

, • 

heart ; and that I hoged we might save him 
by a successful defence. He replied; “ I 
;yn certain that they will put me to death*; 
they have both thp power and the will ; never- 
theless, let vs attend to my* trial as if I were 
* 

likely to succeed ; and indeed 1 shall succeed, 
for my memory shall be without a stain. But 

when will the two counsel come?” He had 

« «« 

« 

seen Troll chet irn the Constituent Assembly, 
but was not acquainted with Des^ze. He 
made some inquiries concerning the latter, 
and- appeared mcxh satisfied with the* account 
I gave* of him. 

He was every day employed with rs in 
analyzing tke various documents, suggesting 
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arguments, and refuting charges, with a pre 
sence of mind and* firmness which filled hi; 
other advocates as w'ell as myself with admi 
ration, and of which they availed themselve 
by taking notes in addition to their own. W< 
flattered ourselves that we might hope for 
sentence of banishment- We mentioned this t 
him ; and by our reasonings in support of thi 
idea we alleviated the acuteness of his feel 
ings. He entertained the idea for sorfie days 
but the public papers undeceived him, am 
proved that we must 'Abandon any sub 
hope. 

When Heseze had drawn up his speech, h 
**ead it to us. JJjave never heard any thin: 
more pathetic than the conclusion ; it dre\ 

o B l4 

tears from* us ; bat the king said to him — 
must be omitted ; I do not with to touch thei 
feelings.” 
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On another occasion, when we were alone, 

* 

he said to me — •“ One tiling distresses me 
much : Deseze and Troivchet owe me nothing ; 
they devote to me their time, their talents, and 
perhaps their lives; what return can 1 make 
for- such services? 1 have nothing left: if 1 
made a bequest In their favour, it would not 
be carried into effect : but, indeed, it is not 

m 

witli money ."that such a debt can be dis- 
charged.” Sire,” 1 replied, “ their own con- 
science and posterity will confcr^n them their 

justj eward. But 'you may yourself U* stow 
• . 

one which* will overpay' them.” u 1 low 

Embrace them, sire.” The following day 

the king folded them in his arms, and^ tlie^ 

shed tears whilst thffy seized his hands. 

The day of trial was approaching, when 
. * 
lie, one morning, said to me, “ My sister has 
* •- • ' 
mentioped to me a worth'y clergyman, who has 



not taken the oath, and whose obscure station 
may hereafter shelter him from persecution : 
this is his direction. Will you go toJiim, 
speak with him, and prepare him to come* 
whe ; n I shall have obtained permission to see 
him r” He added, u This .is a Strange com- 
mission for a * philosopher, as I know you to 
be ; but, if you had suffered as much as I 
have, and were about to die,* as I am, I 
should wish you to enjoy those teligious sen- 
timents, which would support and console 

you rrftich better than philosyphy. My dear 

* " v . • 1 

Monsieur de Malesherbes, it is with all my 

heart that I pray to God to enlighten you/’ 

Aljpr the sitting, at which he and his ad- 


* Philosophy ami in'idel were synonymous terms, since 
Voltaire had persuaded the wits of Paris that religion 
was a superstition, and th|t, to deny Chri^f, was the test 
of good sense T, 
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vocates had been heard at the Bar, he said 
to me, u You now perceive that, from the 
firsFinstant, I was not mistaken, and that my 
sentence was pronounced before I had been 
heard.” On my return from the Assembly, 
where we had u?ged an appeal to the people, 
anft where we had all three spoken, I told 
him, that, on coining out, I had been sur- 
rounded by a great number of persons, who 
had assured me that he should not perish, 
or, at least, not till after they themselves, 
and their friendr, had died in the attempt to 
save him. He said to me, “ Do you know 
them ? Return to the Assembly instantly ; 
try to -find them: tell them that I ihouhi 
never forgive them if a drop of blood were 
shed on my account. 1 would iiot consent 
that any shoidd be sp»]led, when, perhaps, 
it might have saved my throne and my life ; 
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and I do not repent my forbearance.” I 
was the fi7S*t who announced his sentence 
to him : his back was turned to a lamp 
which stood on* the chimney,, his bows on 
the t«gble, and his face covered with his hands . 
The noise I made in entering roused him from 
his meditation : he looked steadily at me, arid, 
rising, said to me, “ For two days I have 
been occupied in considering, whether, during 
the course of my reign, I have ’deserved the 
slightest repibach from my subjects : well, 
M. de Malesherbes, I declare to you, \vith r 
all the sincerity of my heart, as a man about 
to appear before his God, that I have always 
Wished and laboured for thejiappiness of my 
people; and 1 have not, in my whole life, 
had one ide'a, that was inconsistent with this 
feeling of my heart.” 1 saw, oiico*more, my 
unfortunate sovereigu : two municipal officers 
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were standing bv bis side : he also stood, 
and was reading. One of them told me to 
speak to him, adding, that they should not 
listen. ^ assumed the king that the priest he 
had wished for was coming : he embraced 
me, and said, “ Death does not alarm me * 

c 

I nave the greatest confidence in the mercy 
of God” 


THE END. 


-y 
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JOURNAE of thg late CA PTAIN TIJCKEY. 

on a Voyage of Disco* cry in the Interior o^Africa, to 
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